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ADORATION 
Spend one hour with Jesus.  

 

Every Thursday at 
7:00pm  

after our 6:00pm 
Mass. 

FRIDAYS OF LENT  
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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
This Sunday, the Maronite Church reads and reflects on the parable of the Prodigal Son. After hearing this parable told by 
Jesus, we can be confident of the infinite patience and love of God.  
The infinite love of God for humanity manifests itself in His patience, His forgiveness and His joy at the return of every sin-
ner. God, the Father, desires and waits patiently to save and forgive each one of us. No sinner is irretrievably lost and 
doomed. Patience, forgiveness and joy are three fundamental characteristics of divine love. These are also the characteristics 
of true love.  
 
The parable tells the story of two sons and, through them, allows us to learn to live contrition and understanding. The 
youngest son, called prodigal because he squandered the paternal fortune, embodies the human error of taking for happi-
ness the satisfaction of his desires, without constraints. After spending all his money, he regrets turning away from the love 
that his father poured on him for years. This regret pushes him towards a humble conversion: “he returned to himself”. 
In this time of Lent, we find ourselves in this son who needs conversion and forgiveness. We constantly need to return to the 
house of our Father. Our conversion of heart and desire to change and improve our lives manifests itself in works of sacrifice 
and self-giving.  
 
Jesus also invites us to have the understanding and mercy of the father in the parable. By often being the prodigal sons and 
daughters ourselves, we are the recipient of God’s divine mercy. We then must be able to be merciful to others, like the fa-
ther in this parable. We will also avoid becoming like the eldest son, full of zeal for his father's business, but a bitter zeal. We 
would rejoice for the return of every sinner as the father rejoices.  
Let us not forget that while the younger son was still far away, his father saw him and rushed towards him. Such is the infi-
nite love of God! No sooner does the sinner repent and set out for God than God comes quickly to meet them and welcome 
them.  
 
Encountering Jesus in Adoration changes the world—starting with ourselves. 
I have requested that all Eucharistic Adoration next week beginning with Monday 13 March, be dedicated specifically for the 
conversion of those offending the loving heart of our Lord Jesus Christ, whether knowingly or unknowingly. I will be join-
ing in adoration at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park, on Thursday evening.  
When most of us are calling for action to stand up to what we see as a downward spiral in our society, prayer and adoration 
form key elements of our action and response. A better home, a better organisation, a better society starts with a better and 
holier “us”. Adoration has a big role to play and one of the most beautiful elements of spending time before the Eucharist is 
that what we see before us is the truest version of ourselves. 
Let us deliberately and resolutely return to the house of the Father, bringing our hearts closer to His Son, believing that He 
awaits us all with patience and will throw a feast at the return of every sinner and every prodigal child.  
 
           

 آذار٩١ –مار يوسف 
 

St Joseph – 19 March  
 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8o6Xd3drRAhUGnZQKHUs5A-QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fbeverlyvaughn92%2Fplaces-to-visit%2F&psig=AFQjCNF-pUl9hiaK8q45d88c3BfitS3mlQ&ust=1485344
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD 

May God Bless you 

Services of the week 
 

 

 

Saturday 18 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass 

8:00am Arabic Mass  

  With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish  
 

 
 

st.raymonds 

For Final 

Rites at 

home or in 

hospital 

please call  

Fr Charbel 

0491235629 

Parish contacts 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6jo6h4bvOAhWDFpQKHc0eBC4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Faslepire16%2Fits-like-chicken-noodle-soup-anointing-of-the-sick%2F&bvm=bv.129422649,d.dG
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 الإنجيل
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َ
اإ   َ  ِ ا

 َ ا
َ
و    

ااَ ااا  َ
َ
اااَ  !َ اا  َ ََ ا ََ ااا

َ
بٍَ

َ
اَ َلأاااإ اا  

َب    َ
َ
قَأ  َ اا اَ اا  

َ
ااْ
َ
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جََ ااَ نِ ا
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َََّّ ََ اا ااب 

َ
اُ
َ
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 ٦٣٤ عدد

 

 ساعة سجود
 


