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THE GOSPEL

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.’ So he divided his property between
them. A few days later the younger son gathered
all he had and travelled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and
he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any-
thing. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father's hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hun-
ger! [ will get up and go to my father, and | will say
to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” So he
set off and went to his father. But while he was
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe
the best one and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!” And they began to cele-
brate. “Now his elder son was in the field; and
when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. He called one of the
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,

“Your brother has come, and your father has killed | §

the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years | have been working like a slave for
you, and | have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat so
that | might celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, be-
cause this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.””

Lk 15:11-32

Next Sunday:
Sunday of the Paralytic
1Tim 5:24-6:5 | Mk 2:1-12

ADORATION

Spend one hour with Jesus.

Every Thursday at
7:00pm
after our 6:00pm
Mass.
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FRIDAYS OF LENT
5:30pm: Mass
6:30pm: Sta-

tions, Evening

Prayer & Ziah
of the Cross
Arb/Eng

Examine yourselves to see whether you are
4|[ living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not
- || realise that Jesus Christ is in you? unless,

THE EPISTLE

indeed, you fail to meet the test! | hope you
will find out that we have not failed. But we
pray to God that you may not do anything
wrong not that we may appear to have met
the test, but that you may do what is right,
though we may seem to have failed. For we
cannot do anything against the truth, but
only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are
weak and you are strong. This is what we
pray for, that you may become perfect. So |
write these things while | am away from you,
so that when | come, | may not have to be
severe in using the authority that the Lord
has given me for building up and not for
tearing down. Finally, brothers and sisters,
farewell. Put things in order, listen to my ap-
peal, agree with one another, live in peace;
and the God of love and peace will be with
you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All
the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

2Cor13:5-13
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Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, P|erre Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.

0|

Address: ST RAYMOND & ST JOSEPH THE WORKER MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 37 — 39 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144

Parish Office: 41 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144 | Ph 9643 0345 | M +61 491 235 629 | ABN:53 697 102 280




St Joseph - 19 March SI3TVA — Gawgn sle ST RAYMOND'S
Everything we know about the hus-

band of Mary and the foster father 5 U Y By el glasl gy PARISH FIRST HOLY
of Jesus comes from scripture. .Jo- = e A1 1 ) ai Lypyhy U sl COMMUNION
seph was a carpenter, a working @ =50 o L e

man, for the skeptical Nazarenes o)l oldasly by AU oY) 0y SATURDAY

ask about Jesus, "Is this not the carpen- || 43y iutadt LIS ¢lykalt £ Ayl Lokos ol
ter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). Joseph was Lelory gy 0S5 "dgdy S ) e

a faithful, compassionate and caring -
! . u’.‘ 24 ‘ y ‘ ~ ‘ . .19 -:-1 p '(LE-’ ST RAYMOND'S MARONITE CATHOLIC PARISH
man. When he discovered Mary was|[” ‘@ “* 5 &2 s &) ke

pregnant after they had been betrothed, [| S5 ) oty 4 055G O LSiuns T Sy Alph 3
he knew the child was not his. He|[|.colall & s & USdil dedadl iy Gl gy pna

planned to divorce Mary quietly and not || ; el (o o e shydall OF & el o Jif || i sroenp conion e
expose her to shame or cruelty (Matthew || © e e, .
1:19-25). Joseph treated Jesus as his own || Werbiusy 0 s Of o s il 3 ol —
son, for the people of Nazareth repeated- |[ o5 4 ciiSy Sl & gb clls @ SKis oo Loy || ST
ly s?‘i;i o(fJ(Ie(sus, "Is)this no’rc] the rs\,on of Jo- e Uy wile gy Jor ALl S5 ey AaH
seph?" (Luke 4:22). Joseph is the patron|| . L ) e B
saint of the dying and of the universal uhf) “My wjj“ o5 @...4 el sl i
Church, fathers, carpenters, and social [| <=3 453 8=y &y (> DUl 89 £ g 4289
justice. We celebrate two feast days for || &Uds 0S5 .a509 £ g S o0 O58 O gy orianld
Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Hus- [ @M TS Bl WS ALl Al g | Tuesday nights at 7pm starting 28th
band of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the ! February 2023

29 APRIL 2023

Christian faith. Everyone's welcome. You're invited, no matter your
background or beliefs
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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Maronite Church reads and reflects on the parable of the Prodigal Son. After hearing this parable told by
Jesus, we can be confident of the infinite patience and love of God.

The infinite love of God for humanity manifests itself in His patience, His forgiveness and His joy at the return of every sin-
ner. God, the Father, desires and waits patiently to save and forgive each one of us. No sinner is irretrievably lost and
doomed. Patience, forgiveness and joy are three fundamental characteristics of divine love. These are also the characteristics
of true love.

The parable tells the story of two sons and, through them, allows us to learn to live contrition and understanding. The
youngest son, called prodigal because he squandered the paternal fortune, embodies the human error of taking for happi-
ness the satisfaction of his desires, without constraints. After spending all his money, he regrets turning away from the love
that his father poured on him for years. This regret pushes him towards a humble conversion: “he returned to himself”.

In this time of Lent, we find ourselves in this son who needs conversion and forgiveness. We constantly need to return to the
house of our Father. Our conversion of heart and desire to change and improve our lives manifests itself in works of sacrifice
and self-giving.

Jesus also invites us to have the understanding and mercy of the father in the parable. By often being the prodigal sons and
daughters ourselves, we are the recipient of God’s divine mercy. We then must be able to be merciful to others, like the fa-
ther in this parable. We will also avoid becoming like the eldest son, full of zeal for his father's business, but a bitter zeal. We
would rejoice for the return of every sinner as the father rejoices.

Let us not forget that while the younger son was still far away, his father saw him and rushed towards him. Such is the infi-
nite love of God! No sooner does the sinner repent and set out for God than God comes quickly to meet them and welcome
them.

Encountering Jesus in Adoration changes the world —starting with ourselves.

I have requested that all Eucharistic Adoration next week beginning with Monday 13 March, be dedicated specifically for the
conversion of those offending the loving heart of our Lord Jesus Christ, whether knowingly or unknowingly. I will be join-
ing in adoration at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park, on Thursday evening.

When most of us are calling for action to stand up to what we see as a downward spiral in our society, prayer and adoration
form key elements of our action and response. A better home, a better organisation, a better society starts with a better and
holier “us”. Adoration has a big role to play and one of the most beautiful elements of spending time before the Eucharist is
that what we see before us is the truest version of ourselves.

Let us deliberately and resolutely return to the house of the Father, bringing our hearts closer to His Son, believing that He
awaits us all with patience and will throw a feast at the return of every sinner and every prodigal child.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Services of the week poredl o
Monday 13 March to Wednesday 15 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 600pm || o8 8kdles - o dmuad e 0 13110 clasll JJ 1311 Y ol oo
Mass gz dcluwdel Wl T o Aompad| Flue 0:F0 31N utaiell
Thursday 16 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass,
7:00pm Adoration o dlye BTl 2asa 01 131 1Y e
Friday 17 March : 5:30pm Mass, 6.30pm Stations, Evening Ayl aalll 9 dusyal aalll il 7639 el BDhio cicarlial
Prayer & Zieh ofthe Cross Arb/Eng )
Saturday 18 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass eldd g Amead! Fle 0 1131 WA ]
Sunday 19 March - Sunday of the Prodigal Son Jlall ! aol =513 sl
8:00am Arabic Mass mﬂlmmwlqs Bluo A
10:00am Eng/ Arb Mass Apbmlodwall dallly yulid by Vo
Confessions will be held during Sunday Masses. Sl adll Mg Jed Aebs e 1Ll ﬁ?"
PARISH FINANCIALS Parish contacts
EATEEE Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56 Parish office on 9643 0345
collections || Anyone wishing to donate, please find
bank details below: Commonwealth Bank: Fr c'_‘arbel 0491 235 629
" | $3,322.65 || St Raymond’s Maronite Catholic Parish Fr Michael 0401 369 892
’ y ¥ BSB: 067950 AIC: 03457 Deacon Joseph 0413 245 501
With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish
KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final g Taking the payment responsibility of:
Ersdmingraymondpuihosen || Rites at A\V 1. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint - Thank you & God bless
om ] home or in q " & 2. Mobile Phone Bill - Thank you & God bless Raymond & Georgette Daher
3} @saintraymonds . - f 3. Caltex Fuel Card - Thank you & God bless Joe & Dianne Bechara & Family
- hospital (7 [/ 4. E-Tag
f Saint Raymond’s Maronite please call ‘ 5. Church Weekly Flowers - $50 per week
Parish Sydney N 6. Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)
@ B Fr Charbel / / 7. Large garbage bin ($40 per week)
st.raymonds 8. Utilities (Gas, Flectricity & Water) $75 K
0491235629 9. Panlshels’nmitli&cc:mlzcoldatmn ($5;2§rper wel)e% ‘X;)ene Thank you & God bless
N ) . 1 | 10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week)
For Maronite Care services, or any questlons, comments 11. Technical Network Maintenance Done - Thank you & God bless
or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

CARS
RAYMOND & TONY s ot Dream 1, DRIVE TE
GHALLOUB !M”.I ORM S e e
W Dlrector
\ MAY THEY RESTINPEACE {| ... ... e e e ot Shod Batmeanl
N I L I icform@live.com.au

WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

PTY Thank you all for
w ' PLTD Sympathy [FEREIB your support and
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS John & Hayat Francis generosity.
Managing Directors
66-68 lRainay Pde, Te!: 02 9637 2611 May GOd Ble" you
s i i i Mobie: 0410 552 030 always.

Please contact the office
if you would like to advertise
your business in $t Raymond’s Newsletter
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