St Raymond’s Parish
One Family in Love and Joy

Gal 3:23-29 / Jn 3:1-16

ADORATION

Spend one hour with Jesus.
Every Thursday at 7:00pm after
our 6:00pm Mass.
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Saint Anthony The Great - 17 January

Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon
Lebanon has been plunged into an economic and social crisis that has brought the country to the brink of collapse. Caritas
Australia has launched an appeal to aid the Lebanese people. Your support can help provide education, healthcare services,
and immediate basic needs to the most vulnerable in Lebanon. For more information and donations,

please visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon

لبببنبان

حملة كاريتاس ر
أستاليا من أجل لبنان

ق
ل
ّ
ربربرا لبلب باجبة البمبلب بةر أابلبسبت لبا حبتبال أا ةبدالبيبا فبمبلبة لبمب باعب. يمر لبنان يف أزمة اقتصادية واجتماعية أوصلت البالب د ح فباابة اارب بيبا
.وشعاله

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel we read on this Second Sunday after the Epiphany is a rich Gospel. We read that John the Baptist continues to point his followers towards Jesus, “the Lamb
of God”.
John, who is the forerunner of Christ, does not hold back his own disciples, he lets them go to follow Jesus. For John, it was never a matter of followers or competition
but only of preparing the way for the Lord, the Messiah.
This is an important lesson for us in our parishes and in our communities, where sometimes we think we are in competition with each other. We belong to a certain
group or a certain community, and we feel it is a competition to have the largest number of members or participants. That is a not what our Christian community should
be about. We are all called to follow God's call as it presents itself and where it leads us. We must therefore, like John, learn to let others follow God's call in their lives
and rejoice for them.
John and Andrew, the two young fishermen, followed Jesus. He turns around to ask them what they want. And they, surprised by the question, answer Him: "Rabbi,
where are you staying?". The Lord answers them: “Come and you will see” (Jn 1:39). He invites them to follow him, to look and to contemplate.
After spending time with Jesus, we read that Andrew found his brother Simon and told him what they had seen and experienced: "We have found the Messiah!"
(Jn 1:41). In the Christian life, the essential thing is to allow oneself to be looked at by Jesus, to go and see where He lives, to live with Him and to share in His love. And
then our hearts would be set on fire by the love and joy He alone gives us that we cannot but announce this to those around us.
The Evangelist John then tells us that Jesus changes Simon's name to Kefa (Peter). Even though Simon does not know it yet, Jesus knows it, and we know that later He
will say to him: “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church…” (Matt 16:18). When God calls someone to follow him, there is inner
transformation, that will take place gradually over the course of the journey. We must enter into this transforming call of God, with complete confidence.
Friends, the past few weeks have been so difficult for many families in Australia with uncertainty and worry about the health of our loved ones. In these moments of
hardship, let us never forget that Our Lord is with us. Let us allow Him to use these challenges to transform us, and may we continue to protect one another and
especially the most vulnerable amongst us.
I wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Services of the week
5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
Thursday 20 January: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
followed by adoration
Sunday 23 December - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany:
8:00am Arabic Mass

Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and
during Masses.
Cleaning the
House of God

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

st.raymonds

For Final
Rites at
home or in
hospital
please call
Fr Sam on
0417171737

May God Bless you
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عدد ٦٧٣

اإلنجيل

َ
ضا َك َ
الغد َأ ْي ً
ان ُي َ
وح َّنا َوا ِق ًفا ُه َو
في
ِ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
الميذ ِهَ .ورأى َي ُسوع َما ًّرا
واثن ِان ِمن ت ِ
َ
َ َ َّ َ
ليه وقال"َ :ها ُه َو َح َم ُل هللا".
فحدق ِإ ْ ِ
َ َ َ َ
َ
الم ُه ،ف َت ِب َعا َي ُسوع.
وس ِم َع ال ِتل ِميذ ِان ك
َ
فر ُآه َما َي ْت َب َعا ِن ِهَ ،ف َق َ
والت َف َت َي ُسوعَ ،
ال
َ
َ َ
َ
َ َ ُْ
ل ُه َما"َ :ماذا تطل َبان؟" قاال ل ُهَ " :ر ِابي ،أي
َ َ
َ َ
َ ُ
قال ل ُه َما" :ت َعال َيا
َيا ُم َع ِلم ،أ ْي َن ت ِقيم؟".
َ َ َ
ََ
ْ ُ ََ
وانظ َرا" .فذ َه َبا ونظ َرا أ ْي َن ُي ِقيم .وأق َاما
َ َُ َ
َ َ
ع ْن َد ُه ذل َك َ
اعة ن ْح َو
اليوم ،وكان ِت الس
ِ َّ َ ِ َ ْ َ ُ
َ َ َْ َ ُ ُ َ ُ
الر ِابع ِة بعد الظهر .وكان أندراوس أخو
ْ َ َ ُ ُْ َ َ
َّ َ
َ
س أ َح َد ال ِت ِلميذ ْين ،اللذ ْي ِن
ِسمعان بطر
َ
َ َ َ َ ُ َ َ
وح َّنا وت ِب َعا َي ُسوع .ول ِق َي
س ِمعا كالم ي
َ ً َ َ
ََ َ َُ َ َ َْ
أ َّوال أخ ُاه ِس ْم َعان ،فقال له" :وجدنا
َم َ
شيحاَ ،أي ال َـمسيح"َ .
وج َاء ِب ِه ِإلى
ِ
ِ
َ
َْ
َي ُسوعَ ،ف َح َّد َق َي ُس ُ
ليه وقال" :أن َت
وع ِإ ِ
ان ْب ُن ُيوناَ ،أ َ
ُه َو س ْم َع ُ
نت َس ُتدعى كيفا،
ِ
َ ُ ُ َ َ ْ
َ
أي بطرس الصخرة".

ساعة سجود

ُ
”ماذا تطلبان ؟“
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