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One Family in Love and Joy

2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
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16 January 2022

THE GOSPEL =

The next day John again was standing
with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”

The two disciples heard him say this,
and they followed Jesus. When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said
to them, “What are you looking for?” ||~
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which trans- | |,
lated means Teacher), “where are you | g
staying?” He said to them, “Come and
see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in
the afternoon. One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He
first found his brother Simon and said
to him, “We have found the Messi-
ah” (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of

Netunay:
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Gal 3:23-29 / Jn 3:1-16

ADORATION

John. You are to be called Spend one hour with Jesus.
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). Every Thursday at 7:00pm after
Jn 1:35-42 our 6:00pm Mass.

“What are you looking for? ” - Fr sam Wehbe

Jesus asked this question to the 2 disciples of John the Baptist who {§ }
followed him (John 1: 35-42). Their response was that they wished to @
be with him. Then he said to them: "Come and see”. After experienc-

|| We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim

‘ g | face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treas-

#® | God and does not come from us. We are

THE EPISTLE

Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the

urein clay jars, so that it may be made clear
that this extraordinary power belongs to

afflicted in every way, but not crushed; per-
plexed, but not driven to despair; persecut-
ed, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in our bodies. For
while we live, we are always being given up
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal
flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in
you. But just as we have the same spirit of
faith that is in accordance with Scripture —
“I believed, and so | spoke” — we also be-
lieve, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us
with you into his presence. Yes, everything
is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends
to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
2Cor4:5-15

ing being with him, they came back overjoyed and started to preach &,

that they found the Messiah and Saviour. Today, Jesus is looking at &=
me and asking: “What are you looking for? What do you need for your

life?” And if my response is: “I'm searching for joy, love, peace, rest, good health, success,
holiness...” Jesus will say to me: “All you need is to come to me and see”, which means to
love Him, listen to Him, and live with Him ... and He will grant me what | asked for.

Lord, grant us that we will always search for You and be with You, then we will find
what we are looking for. Amen

ST RAYMOND’S PARISH FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION

SATURDAY 14th May
2022

Enrolment & Classes February 2022

For Registrations contact the office
on 9643 0345

| Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Rose Therese, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick. [

Address: ST RAYMOND & ST JOSEPH THE WORKER MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 37 -

39 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144

Parish Office: 41 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144 | Ph 9643 0345 | M +61 417 171 737 | ABN:53 697 102 280




Saint Anthony The Great - 17 January

St Anthony The Great, was born in Hellenized Egypt‘
around 251 AD and reposed in 356 AD. He is also known &gk
as St. Anthony of Egypt and St. Anthony of the Desert.
Having inherited his parent's sizable wealth, at age 20 &
after insuring his younger sister was taken care of, he took

to heart Christ's admonition and sold all his remaining riches,
gave all his wealth to the poor, and went in poverty into the
desert to follow Christ, eventually living in solitude in a cave for
many years. He is considered the Father of Christian
monasticism, the first of the Desert Fathers of ancient
Christianity. The asceticism (spiritual athleticism) St. Anthony
was a fierce defender of our Trinitarian Faith and protected the
Holy Church from the ancient heresy of Arianism, which falsely
taught that Christ did not share in God the Father's nature. It is
due to St. Anthony and other Church Fathers like him, that we
have been Traditioned (handed down) the one True and Apostolic
Faith. St. Anthony taught to the other Desert Fathers is followed
to this day at the same hermitage he founded some 1700 years
ago located between the Nile and the Red Sea, Dayr Mari
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Antonios. May his prayers be among us.
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Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon
Lebanon has been plunged into an economic and social crisis that has brought the country to the brink of collapse. Caritas
Australia has launched an appeal to aid the Lebanese people. Your support can help provide education, healthcare services,
and immediate basic needs to the most vulnerable in Lebanon. For more information and donations,
please visit:
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Bishop’s Corner—Second Sunday after Epiphany

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel we read on this Second Sunday after the Epiphany is a rich Gospel. We read that John the Baptist continues to point his followers towards Jesus, “the Lamb
of God”.
John, who is the forerunner of Christ, does not hold back his own disciples, he lets them go to follow Jesus. For John, it was never a matter of followers or competition
but only of preparing the way for the Lord, the Messiah.
This is an important lesson for us in our parishes and in our communities, where sometimes we think we are in competition with each other. We belong to a certain
group or a certain community, and we feel it is a competition to have the largest number of members or participants. That is a not what our Christian community should
be about. We are all called to follow God's call as it presents itself and where it leads us. We must therefore, like John, learn to let others follow God's call in their lives
and rejoice for them.
John and Andrew, the two young fishermen, followed Jesus. He turns around to ask them what they want. And they, surprised by the question, answer Him: "Rabbi,
where are you staying?". The Lord answers them: “Come and you will see” (Jn 1:39). He invites them to follow him, to look and to contemplate.
After spending time with Jesus, we read that Andrew found his brother Simon and told him what they had seen and experienced: "We have found the Messiah!"
(Jn 1:41). In the Christian life, the essential thing is to allow oneself to be looked at by Jesus, to go and see where He lives, to live with Him and to share in His love. And
then our hearts would be set on fire by the love and joy He alone gives us that we cannot but announce this to those around us.
The Evangelist John then tells us that Jesus changes Simon's name to Kefa (Peter). Even though Simon does not know it yet, Jesus knows it, and we know that later He
will say to him: “And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church...” (Matt 16:18). When God calls someone to follow him, there is inner
transformation, that will take place gradually over the course of the journey. We must enter into this transforming call of God, with complete confidence.
Friends, the past few weeks have been so difficult for many families in Australia with uncertainty and worry about the health of our loved ones. In these moments of
hardship, let us never forget that Our Lord is with us. Let us allow Him to use these challenges to transform us, and may we continue to protect one another and
especially the most vulnerable amongst us.
| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Monday 17 January- Feast of

followed by adoration
Saturday 22 January: 5:30pm

8:00am Arabic Mass
10:00am Eng / Arb Mass

during Masses..

Services of the week
5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
From Tuesday 18 January to Friday 21 January:

5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
Thursday 20 January: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass

Sunday 23 December - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany:

Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and

St Anthony the Great:

Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
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Collections from
Christmas till
first Sunday of
Epiphany
$5,773.95
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PARISH FINANCIALS
Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56

Anyone wishing to donate, please
find bank details below:

Bank of Sydney: St Raymond’s Parish
BSB: 942206 A/C: 1109719

Cleaning the
House of God

Interested in helpin
to keep the House o
God clean?

ﬁ;’

KEEP UP TO DATE:

sl

‘ Email: ad

@ @saintraymonds

n Saint Raymond’s Maronite
Parish Sydney

i

tray org.au ‘

st.raymonds

For Final
Rites at
home or in
hospital
please call
Fr Sam on
0417171171317

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments
or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

Taking the payment responsibility of:

OO B LN =

. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you

The Mobile Phone Bill Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
Caltex Fuel Card ($50 p/w)

E-Tag

Church Weekly Flowers - $75 per week

Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)

Large garbage bin ($40 per week)

Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week)

Office Phone Bill+ Intemet ($100 per week)

. Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you
. Photocopier ($100 per week)

. Electricity Bills ($600 per month)

. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)

. Cutting Grass (8160 per month)

®  GHALLO

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training

www.righta

RAYMOND & TONY

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS

JOHN

UB

mmlmw

slrellrr ¥ Don't Drean

Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting

icform@live.com.au

CARS

t, DRIVE IT

187 Hume Highway Lansvale
EL-HESSEN Comer of Longfield St 2166
Director
Chad Balssarl |
Tony Baissari |

WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

0413 734 444

PTY
LTD

Managing Directors

66-68 Railway Pde,
Granville NSW 2142

Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au

Sympathy [EUIE]E

John & Hayat Francis

Mobile: 0410 552 030

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS

L4

Thank you all for
your support and
generosity.

May God Bless you |
always.

Tel: 02 9637 2611
Fax: 02 9637 2677

FOR YOU

Compelitive Pay
Flexibilily
Give Back

Search daf

thome.com.au/employment-opportunities

nght
Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l

In Home Care & Assistance

Horne

For the best quality in-home care

] Right at Home Sydney Inher West

Persconal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au

www.rightathome.com.au
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Address: ST RAYMOND & ST JOSEPH THE WORKER MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 37 — 39 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144

Parish Office: 41 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144 | Ph 9643 0345 | M +61 417 171 737 | ABN:53 697 102 280




