THE GOSPEL

In those days a decree went out from Emper-
or Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be regis-
tered. Joseph also went from the town of Naz-

called Bethlehem, because he was descend-
ed from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. In that
region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see | am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of

Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a

a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-

highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!” When the angels
had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the

child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary

heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Lk 2:1-20
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|| Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in

2 | many and various ways by the prophets,

areth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David | ¥ g
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New Year's Day

(World Day of Peace)

Mic 4:1-4 or Gen 21:1-5
Eph 2:11-22 / Jn 14:27-31
&

Finding of the Lord in the Temple
Heb 7:11-19 / Lk 2:41-52
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L with Jesus.
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6:00pm Mass
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%« joy, peace and Jesus' _ '
presence.

but in these last days he has spoken to us

3 by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all

things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory
and the exact imprint of God’s very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful
word. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs. For
to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son; today | have begotten
you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and
he will be my Son”? And again, when he
brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the
angels he says, “He makes his angels
winds, and his servants flames of fire.” But
of the Son he says, “Your throne, 0 God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter
is the scepter of your kingdom. You have
loved righteousness and hated wicked-

@3k | ness; therefore God, your God, has anoint-

ed you with the oil of gladness beyond your

i | companions.” And, “In the beginning,
¢| Lord, you founded the earth, and the heav-

ens are the work of your hands; they will
perish, but you remain; they will all wear
out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll

V2| them up, and like clothing they will be

changed. But you are the same, and your

" | years will never end.”

Heb1:1-12

Fr Sam Wehbe
Fr Michael Boudaher :
Deacon Joseph Maatouk 4§73
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Christ is Born, Halleluia
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Christmas Message 2022 of His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay to the People of the
Maronite Church in Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our Maronite Eparchy,

When God Became Man

With the birth of Jesus Christ in a lowly manger, God said to humanity: | have come
down from heaven for your salvation and ...behold, | have taken flesh from the Virgin
Mary for your sake!

Christmas is the story of the Son of God who becomes the Son of Man. This is so we
can become children of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, and bear witness to the
truth, so that we might inherit the Kingdom of Heaven through faith in Jesus Christ.
God chose a most fitting time for the incarnation of His Son: “but when the comple-
tion of the time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born a subject of the
Law.” (Galatians 4:4)

He chose the most humble people, those who relied upon His mercy: Mary and Jo-
seph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, the shepherds and the magi.

Likewise, He chose to be born in the most fitting place, for the prophet declared:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means the least among the
leaders of Judah, for from you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Isra-
el.” (Matthew 2:6)

In this way the secret and magnitude of God’s love for humanity is shown, that: In
Christ Jesus, God has revealed everything to us. The mystery is made real in the
Incarnate Word, the Saviour who, through His humanity, came to restore the image
of God in us, after it had become distorted by sin. God desires to show that His im-
age in us is a source of truth and glory, true peace and good hope for all humankind.
For “...we have seen His Glory, Glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth.” (John 1:14)

In the greatness of God's love for humanity, we find the desired encounter between
Creator and His creatures. Christmas presents an opportunity for the meeting of
heaven and of earth, and signals the reconciliation of humanity with God, and the
return of people to one another. Christmas also signals the journey of repentance,
forgiveness and joy in the Lord.

How beautiful it is for us to acknowledge and profess first that perfection belongs to
God alone; and second, that each one of us has weaknesses, that we make mis-
takes and we fall. With this understanding, we can no longer condemn each other,
but rather, become reconciled with one another. In this way, we can only reject
resentment, division and past grievances. It is then in the name of Jesus Christ, that
we open the doors to love, reunion, and peace.

Given Christmas is also a time for family reunions and gatherings, it is a matter of
course for us to celebrate the Divine Liturgy of the Nativity as a family, praying with
each other and for each other, so that the grace of the Feast may enter our hearts
and increase our faith and unity.

On this Feast, we must remember in our prayers those families who cannot be reu-
nited for one reason or another, or those families who may meet but without the joy
of Here | turn again to you, beloved sons and daughters of our Eparchy, to thank you
for the charitable work and humanitarian aid you carry out on an ongoing basis,
especially to our people in Lebanon. In this regard, | hope you can continue to give
what you can to support schools and universities in our homeland, for the future of
Lebanon is closely tied to educating future generations.

My dear friends, we can only celebrate Christmas when we renew hope in our hearts
and in our lives. Refreshed by the spirit of this blessed Feast, we look at the coming
year 2023 with even more hope, raising a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the op-
portunity to celebrate the fifty-year anniversary of the founding of our Maronite
Eparchy here in Australia. On 13 July 1973, the Holy See issued a decree establish-
ing the Diocese of St Maroun and appointing its first Maronite bishop.

After fifty years, we pause and gather together to thank the Lord for what has been
achieved, especially in view of our churches, monasteries, convents, schools, aged
care and other institutions. This has all been made possible thanks to the generosity
of the Maronite community working closely with our priests, monks and nuns. This
Jubilee is an occasion to continue our march - the journey of holiness and our testi-
mony to our Antiochian spiritual and liturgical heritage - and our openness to the
will of God in this land of diversity and opportunities.

Our Golden Jubilee Year will commence on 9 February 2023, with the celebration of
the Feast of our father, Saint Maroun, at Saint Maroun’s Cathedral, Redfern. We
shall close the Jubilee Year when we celebrate the Feast of the Inmaculate Concep-
tion on 8 December 2023 at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, Harris Park.
Christmas abides for us as a feast of joy and wonder, which we can say we truly live
with the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph as they look upon the face of the Divine Child,
Emmanuel - God with us - and He saves us. For what God has prepared for the life of
each and every one of us is infinitely better than anything we could have planned for
ourselves.

Christ is Born... Alleluia!
Sydney, 24 December 2022.
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR & EPIPHANY Program iy &l alyg DAkl slysl ¥l aliy
Boxing Day (Praises of the Mother of God) - Monday 26 December 2022 oY1 938 YU (i - ol pall Bip e
6:00pm Mass - Eng/Arb e/ SHS] - slydadl A ol ad Elue e
: ; . A OelS WY cerudl - Sl (3 Sopll 59299 ikl wt,.u.s:\.Ld

New Year Eve & Findiing of the Lord in the Temple - Saturday 31 December 2022: ¥l Goi
6:00pm New Year & Finding of the Lord in the Temple Vigil Mass =/ SI3) - Sl Gl 2925 Bl Gy (0105 e -
11:30pm Mass to farewell 2022 & welcome 2023 =/ G = Y YY Uil Y- YT ga5al (al38 ciluas V12T
New Year Day & Finding ofthe Lord nthe Temple - Sunday 1 January 2023; [[ -T2 036 1ol Sl S Soll 2529 “"gﬁ:ﬂj"A“
8:00am Mass - Arabic TR TN
10:00am Mass - Eng/Arb e/ G35 - gl 8 o ba

. LYY G 08 0 el - (wlladt]) miid) uie AL
Epiphany Eve - Thursday 5 January 2023; @ . ,.:7:,&! Y &ﬁf’"@” ng TR

6:00pm Mass + Blessing of the water — Eng/Arb

7-:30pm Adoration - Eng/Arb e/ G = 29 Rl Slusa VT

o . WG] — W s ag [ oolid tluw ) oY
10:30pm Midnight Mass + Blessing the water — Eng/Arb e/ G801 = Ll 26 Aizg Jelll 018 2l
. . :Y. “‘u)h.” a3l T daanl - (Lwlaili) 7:..:.&.”..\.&@94
Epiphany Day - Friday 6 January 2023 e/ GSS) — oLl G Asyg ol 28 2le e
6:00pm Mass + Blessing of the water — Eng/Arb Llull 5 el G| }"
Confessions: Half an hour before and during Masses. - Mg Jed deluw g :ildl e
Note: Our daily masses are as normal at 6pm tlue 1 dcludl galall L8y (e (A Axa gyl Lisleol 08 salasdHle
i 3 4o
BV |ast two week’s . PARISH FINANCIALS - Cleaning the House of God s 37
collections Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56 Anyone wishing to donate; Interested in helping to keep the House of Rl L X—.:
please find bank details below: Commonwealth Bank: St Raymond's God clean? e 1
$4813.65 Maronite Catholic Parish BSB: 067 950 Account No: 03457 Please contact the office on 96430345 e

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final Taking the payment responsibility of:

Email: admin@straymondparish.org.au Rites at . Teaching Choir & PowerPoint - Thank you & God bless you

Mobile Phone Bill - Thank you & God bless you Raymond & Georgette Daher
? home or in Caltex Fuel Card - Thank you & God bless you Joe & Dianne Bechara & Family
\J (@saintraymonds E-Tag

Church Weekly Flowers - $50 per week

Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - (3480 per week)

Large garbage bin (840 per week)

Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week)

11. Technical Network Maintenance Done - Thank you & God bless you
12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills (5600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy (8750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass Done - Thank you & God bless you

hospital

n Saijlgaﬂshymorslggll]‘éfgrorﬁte please call
Fr Sam on
8 st.raymonds 04171711317

PRRNSAN BB

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, commentsor |
concems, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

RAYMOND & TONY CARS

GHALLOUB

"\\;\.‘ MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

..... I rear DRIVE IT
- S 187 Hume Highway Lanswvale
/” I ORM JOHN EL-HESSEN Comer of Longfield St 2166
” ] Director

Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting Chad Balssarl |

Tony Baissari |

..‘

oo e e, . icform@live.com.au
....;;,‘,'_3!. 'h. Ce, 0413 734 444 WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU
PTY ENVISION
l ‘ LTD Sympathy [RECIR ) DISABILITY
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS John & Hayat Francis CARE

Managing Directors
Sl PR IR T W I TH C A RE

66-68 Railway Pde, Tel: 02 9637 2611
Granville NSW 2142 Fax: 02 9637 2677
Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au Mobile: 0410 552 030,

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS _ _

nght
Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l e A

In Home Care & Assistance

For the best quality in-home care

Right at Home Sydney Inner West

Personal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

5 No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.

Rioht 79y / email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au
T ) L2 o

A eL-52 Search at :

Home

e e e ) | y - www.rightathome.com.au

www.rightatho;n;.corn.au/employment-opportunities

Compelitive Pay
Flexibilily
Give Back

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training
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