'y

-

One Family in Love and Joy . o

4TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 30 January 2022

THE GOSPEL e THE EPISTLE
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it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of || adulteress if she lives with another man while her
Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common | husband is alive. But if her hushand dies, she is
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ter? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who were atwork in our members to bear fruit for death.
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“Give me a Drink”... Frsam Wehbe

On the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, we meditate
on the meeting between Jesus and the Samari-
tan woman at Jacob’s well: An encounter be-

shiped on this mountain, but you say that the died (Jn 4: 5-26).
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Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is HOLY COMMUNION journey. When a Samaritan woman came to
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| Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Rose Therese, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick. [

became a fountain of love, joy, purity and life,
who preached about Jesus.

O Lord, | am tired and thirsty for you. Fill me with
your Spirit as you filled the Samaritan woman ,
and make me a spring of joy and love. Amen

§ derstood herself, left her sin and her past. She
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St Agatha - S February

The holy Martyr Agatha came from the city of Palermo on the
island of Sicily. She shone with bodily beauty and spiritual fair-
ness, but was also full of riches and material goods. She lived
during the reign of the Emperor Decius in 251. Because she was
a Christian, she was handed over to the govemor, Cutianus. First
she was delivered to another unfaithful woman, called Aphrodis-
ia, in order to be tumed away from Christ's holy faith by her ex-
hortations. But the saint firmly kept her piety, desiring to suffer &
martyrdom rather than deny Christ. So they beat her heavily and SRVG

cut off her breasts, but she was restored to health by the Apostle

Peter, who appeared to herin prison. In later Westem art, Agatha YOUT H

is often depicted holding up her breasts on a platter. Then they

dragged her on bricks and bumt her badly. Next, they put herin| BREAKFAST
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Bishop's Corner—Third Sunday after Epiphany

The Gospels of the Season of the Epiphany in our Maronite liturgical year invite us to embark on a baptismal journey. Last week, we read about the en-
counter between Jesus and Nicodemus and the birth of water and the Spirit. Today, we read about Jesus revealing His mystery to the Samaritan Woman.

In the scene at the well, we see two figures: Jesus and a woman, the Samaritan. Jesus is tired. He sits on the edge of a well to rest alone. This woman whose
name we do not know comes to draw water for her household but is surprised by Jesus' request “Give me a drink”. She retaliates on the spot and says to
him: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samarita?” And Jesus answers: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it s that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” (Jn 4:10)

This is quite an answer from Jesus. The dialogue between Jesus and this woman culminates in the revelation of Jesus’ particular closeness to God. Indeed, in
response to the Samaritan woman saying, “I know that Messiah is coming... When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us,” Jesus replies, “l am he, the
one who is speaking to you.” (Jn 4:26)

This revelation is timely in this Season of the Epiphany. Itis through Jesus that new life in God is given to baptized persons, making them pass from death to
life, from darkness to light. This new life received at baptism is symbolized by the water from the well. This new life goes far beyond what we can perceive. It
is a total transformation of our being and the life of God which is realized day by day in us. We are called to live for God like Christ and with Christ, until we
meet Him in His heavenly glory.

How can we let the living water of our Baptism work in our lives and produce all its fruits in us? To do this, let us echo the Samaritan woman’s words: “Lord,
give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty...” (Jn 4:15) In this Season, let us renew our commitment as baptized persons by affirming our faith in
Jesus and by doing our best to follow him according to our vocations, whether this may be as husband or wife, as parents, as children, as parish volunteers,
as single people, as workers, as consecrated men and women... Let us remember that with Christ, through the water of Baptism, we died to sin and rose
again to a new life of love, joy, peace, sharing and giving.

Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

In my message earlier this month, | had informed you about the Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon. | thank every person who contributed to this appeal
to help provide urgent basic needs to the most vulnerable in Lebanon. All second collection plates at our Maronites parishes across Australia this week will
also go towards this cause. For more information and donations, please visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD |

Services of the week
From Monday 31 January to Friday 4 February:
5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass

Thursday 3 February: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass
followed by adoration
Saturday 5 February: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass

Sunday 6 February- Sunday of the Priests:

8:00am Arabic Mass
10:00am Eng / Arb Mass

Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and

during Masses..
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collections bank details below:

$756.10

PARISH FINANCIALS
Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56

Anyone wishing to donate, please find

Bank of Sydney: St Raymond’s Parish
BSB: 942206 A/C: 1109719

Cleaning the
House of God

Interested in helpin
to keep the House o
God clean?

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final
‘Email: imin@straymondparish.org.au ‘ Rites at
? v onds home or in
< : yme hospital

n Saint Raymond’s Maronite
Parish Sydney

i

please call
Fr Sam on
0417171731

st.raymonds

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments

or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office: |¢
1300627 227 (1300 MARCAR)

Taking the payment responsibility of:

OO B LN =

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you

The Mobile Phone Bill Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
Caltex Fuel Card ($50 p/w)

E-Tag

Church Weekly Flowers - $75 per week

Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)

Large garbage bin ($40 per week)

Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week)

Office Phone Bill+ Intemet ($100 per week)

Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you
Photocopier ($100 per week)

Electricity Bills ($600 per month)

Diocesan Levy (8750 per week)

Cutting Grass ($160 per month)

RAYMOND & TONY
GHALLOUB

A\ MAY THEY REST INPEACE

mmlrow

Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting

" .
LI

JOHN EL-HESSEN

icform@live.com.au

CARS

Don’t Dream It, DRIVE IT

187 Hume Highway Lansvale
Comer of Longfield St 2166

Director
Chad Balssarl |

Tony Baissari |

0413 734 444

WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

WTP p
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS

66-68 Railway Pde,
Granville NSW 2142

FOR YOU

Compelitive Pay
Flexibilily
Give Back

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training

LB

Search daf

www.rightathome.com.au/employment-opportunities

Managing Directors

Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS

Sympathy [EUIE]E

John & Hayat Francis

i
Thankyouallfor |
your supportand |
generosity.
Tel: 02 9637 2611 May GOdBIe’, yau i
Mobie: 0410 553 030 always. ™

nght
Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l 1, S

In Home Care & Assistance

For the best quality in-home care

] Right at Home Sydney Inner West

Persconal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au

www.rightathome.com.au
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