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Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly
account of the events that have been fulfilled among us,

just as they were handed on to us by those who from the | #

beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, |
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too decided, after investigating everything carefully from | s

the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most

excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth |

concerning the things about which you have been in-
structed. In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the com-
mandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had
no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both
were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as
priest before God and his section was on duty, he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priest-
hood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer in-
cense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the
whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at
the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah
saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,
for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must nev-
er drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and

power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts ||/

of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people pre-
pared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How
will I know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my
wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and | have been
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
But now, because you did not believe my words, which
will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, una-
ble to speak, until the day these things occur.” Mean-
while the people were waiting for Zechariah, and won-
dered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come
out, he could not speak to them, and they realised that
he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motion-
ing to them and remained unable to speak. When his
time of service was ended, he went to his home. After
those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is
what the Lord has done for me when he looked favoura-
bly on me and took away the disgrace | have endured
among my people

Luke 1: 1-25

Linda, Roger, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.
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Brothers and sisters, For the promise that he would inherit
the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this

- | reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may

#= | rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not

Next Sunday:
Announcement to Mary
& Feast of St Raymond

Gal 3:15-22 / Lk 1:26-38

Spend one hour
with Jesus.

Every Thursday at
7:00pm after
our 6:00pm
Mass.

-/ | onlyto the adherents of the law but also to those who share
- | the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is
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written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) in
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would be-
come “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sa-
rah’s womb. No distrust made him waver conceming the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to
him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also.
It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification

Rom 4: 13-25

= Novena Prayer to St Raymond

Lord as we honour your martyr St Raymond, make us worthy to glorify and thank you, for you
strengthened him in his struggle, crowned him in your glory and exalted his memory through-
{ out the world. Since his martyrdom was pleasing to you, may his intercession be a fortress of
» protection for your people, repentance for sinners, healing for the sick and peace for your

Church and the whole world. Now we celebrate his memory with joy saying with him:
“Lord Jesus, show your might, that your Holy Name may be glorified and blessed forever.” Amen
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Bishop’s Corner - Year of Hope - Announcement to Zechariah

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Announcement to Zechariah, begins our journey in this
Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord leading us to the wonderful
feast of Christmas. The Evangelist Luke writes about this miraculous
event in a distinctive way, linking it to the temple and worship, that is,
to the Old Testament and the promise of God to Abraham, to multiply
his descendants as the stars in the sky.

The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is reminiscent of Abraham and
Sarah’s in the book of Genesis (Gn 12:21). Zechariah and Elizabeth are
righteous before God and faithful to His commandments. The Evangelist
describes them as irreproachable. Yet, they have no children. This was a
source of great suffering for this pious couple, made worse by the mis-
cg?_ceptions around women who could not bear children in that period
of time.

The Angel of the Lord manifests himself to Zechariah, a priest of the
Temple in Jerusalem as he did for Isaiah while he worshipped at the
Temple (Is 6). These similarities indicate to us that the announcement
of the Angel of the Lord will concern the Covenant of God and this is
confirmed by the Angel's message.

An impossible birth is made possible by the action of God, the Creator

and Master of life. The child is destined to be holy and to play a role in

the salvation of the people of Israel. In the Bible, a miraculous birth is

not just a gift for the parents, it is always intended for the future of the

ﬁeoi)_le. The child will therefore have a mission and is promised great
estiny.

Yet, at this miraculous announcement, the faith of Zechariah, an irre-
proachable priest of the Temple, having knowledge of the Scriptures
and of the rites, is marked by serious doubt. Zechariah was left unable
to speak until the birth; for he had doubted the word of God.

Zechariah’s silence is not necessarily a punishment but also proof of
the action of God manifested in the silence of the father. And in fact,
the people outside the temple recognised this sign in his silence:
“When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realised
that he had seen avision in the sanctuary.” (Lk 1:22)

If we are to contemplate the importance of silence in understanding the
wonders of God then we are able to bear witness to them. God's plan for
humanity from Abraham until John, the last of the prophets, is com-
plete. God's promise to Abraham is fulfilled by the coming of John, the
voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord and make
straight His paths.

The birth of John is not the fulfilment of the desire of his family: they
wanted a young man to support them in their old age, but he was a cry-
ing voice in the wilderness. The birth of John was the fulfilment of God's
plan of salvation.

Every birth plays a role in this plan. Are we aware of our place in the
history of salvation and fulfilling our role to prepare the way of the Lord?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Last weekend, Alina, Nisrine, 1
Joseph and | travelled to Brisbane to
attend the Revive and Thrive Alpha ¥
Catholic Conference. What would fol- [
low was a transformative two days; B8
meeting Christians from around our
nation, engaging with inspirational
speakers, partidpating in intensive
workshops and sharing meal times
with people who like us, have a heart on fire for Christ. The Alpha Conference was
a perfect example of ecumenical unity and a space to have open conversations
about our faith. It was an empowering reminder to answer the call to evangelisa-
tion and reach out to all in a personal way - through connection and food! We're
exdited to apply what we have leamt to our ministries and equip our community
init’s mission to continue helping people encounter Jesus and making His last com-
mand our first priority - ‘Go and make disciples'(Matthew28:19).
Please feel encouraged to approach us if you are interested in Alpha or just to say
hiand have a conversation.

Isabella

St Raymond'’s Feast Week Sponsorship
11-20 November 2022

Sponsor & advertise your business - GST Inclusive:

Week & Family Day Sponsorship

Hirrissi meat - Ray & Marie Raad & Family

Mince meat - Ray & Marie Raad & Family
Kebab meat - $1750

Kebab chicken - $1000

Halloumi Cheese - Johnny & Madeline Chamy & Family
Hot chips - Gabriel Family

Youth BBQ meat- $750

Youth BBQ chicken - $400

Youth Kafta - $225

Ice cream - Sam & Caroline Habib & Family

Soft drink—5700

Juice - $300

Popcorn- Thank you, God bless you

Food ingredients - $1500

Fairy floss - Thank you, God bless you

Ice - Elie Meouchi & Family

Coffee van - Thank you, God bless you

Cutlery & Grease Papers - $400

Movie night - $1000

Youth event 1- Thank you, God bless you

Youth event 2- $300

Youth event 3- $300

Water - Thank you, God bless you

Table rolls - Thank you, God bless you

Flour - $700

Mixed Nuts - Ray & Nancy Wehbe & Family

Gas bottles- Elie Meouchi & Family

Sweet ingredients - $1000

Bread- Hanna Sassine & Family

Fetta Cheese - Moussa Haddad & Family
Mozzarella Cheese - Soul of Rose Therese Haddad
Vegetables & Salads & Corn & Fruits - Thank you Charbel Ayoub &
Family

Oil & sugar - Johnny & Amanda Mardini

Tea & Coffee - Thank you, God bless you

Plastic containers — Anthony & Akela Moussa
Heat beads - Simon, Savanah, Noah & Veronica Bazouni
Security 1-Thank you, God bless you

Security 2—Thank you, God bless you

Printing - Charlie & Elmaze Bazouni & Family
Pony Rides - Thank you, God bless you

Kids’ Zoo - Thank you, God bless you

Children’s Entertainer - Thank you, God bless you
1st Arcade game- S650

2nd Arcade game- 5650

3rd Arcade games - $650

Air Hockey Table 1 - 5650

Air Hockey Table 2- 5650

Dance machine - Thank you, God bless you
Church Flowers—John & Eva El-Hessen & Family
School contribution - $500

Thank you and may Jesus bless you and your families



Services of the week
Friday 1ut: November

6pm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena
7:30pm St Raymond's Feast Dinner
@ Renaissance Grand Ballroom

Tickets $100 per person
Dress Code: Come As You Are

Saturday 12th November

5:30pm Rosary, 6:00 Mass and Novena
7.30 English Movie Night
“AMAZING LOVE” g

Sunday 13 November

7:30am Rosary, 8:00 Mass and Novena
9:30am Rosary, 10:00 Mass and Novena
Pastries & Sweets after the two Masses

Monday 14 November

6pm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena
8pm Syriac Mass Celebrated by
Fr Loubnan TARABAY

pesday 15t November

bpm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena
gbrated by Fr Joe-Awtel MAROON
8pm English Rosary led by Youth

Wednesday 16 November

8am Bread, Pastries & Sweets
6pm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena

Cleaning the
House of God

Interested in helping
to keep the House of

8pm Youth Mercy Night God clean? Every |
Thurs ﬁly 1746 November Thursd?gtiaof;t]er Ado- &
8am Bread, Pastries & Sweets
6pm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena
7:30pm Parish Adoration La St w e e k’ S
Friday 18t November
St Raymond’s Feast Day Co I I ectio n S

(Church Open all Day)
6pm Rosary, 6:30 Mass and Novena
Celebrated by Fr Robert-Pio AL BAYEH
8pm - 10pm Silent Adoration

Saturday 19 November

5:30pm Rosary, 6:00 Youth Mass and
Novena followed by Youth Hafle

Sunday 20th November

7:30am Rosary, 8:00 Feast Mass and ZiyaH
9:30am Rosary, 10:00 Feast Mass and ZiyaH
celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel TARABAY
HIRISSI from 9.00am to 4pm
11.30am Family Fun Day (includes food, arcade
games, pony rides, kids zoo, face painting and more)

$3645.35

PARISH FINANCIALS
Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56

Anyone wishing to donate, please find bank
details below:

Commonwealth Bank:
St Raymond's Maronite Catholic Parish
BSB: 067 950 Account No: 03457

1  SaintRaymond’s Maronite
Pan'shymo Sydney

gl

please call
Fr Sam on
0417171731

st.raymonds

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final @'
‘ Email: admin@straymondparish.org.au ‘ Rites at «v
o home or in v
) (@saintraymonds
= o hospital

Taking the payment responsibility of:

. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint - Thank you & God bless you

Mobile Phone Bill - Thank you & God bless you Raymond & Georgette Daher
Caltex Fuel Card - Thank you & God bless you Joe & Dianne Bechara & Family
E-Tag

Church Weekly Flowers - $50 per week

Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - (3480 per week)

Large garbage bin (340 per week)

Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
10 Office Phone Bilt Internet ($100 per week)

PRNAN B R

N=

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments
or concemns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

RAYMOND & TONY
GHALLOUB

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

mm.'

\

M

JOHN EL-HESSEN
Director
Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting

11. Technical Network Maintenance Done - Thank you & God bless you
12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills (600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy (3750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass Done - Thank you & God bless you

CARS

Dream It, DRIVE IT

187 Hume Highway Lanswvale

Comer of Longfield St 2166

Chad Balssarl |
Tony Baissari |
icform@live.com.au

0413 734 444

PTY

WTP:

WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS

66-68 Railway Pde,
Granville NSW 2142

www.vightaﬁome.com.au/employment—opportu nities

Sympathy [EUIE]E

John & Hayat Francis

Managing Directors

Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS

ENVISION
Em DISABILITY

CARE
SUPPORT WITH CARE

Tel: 02 9637 2611
Fax: 02 9637 2677
Mobile: 0410 552 030

Marie Haidamous
Phone: 0414 811 101
mariehaidamous@outlook.com.au

R[ght
Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l e A

In Home Care & Assistance

For the best quality in-home care

Right at Home Sydney Inner West

Personal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au

www.rightathome.com.au
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