
   

Gal 3:15-22 / Lk 1:26-38 

The Epistle

Rom 4: 13-25  

The Gospel 
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One Family in Love and Joy 

ADORATION 
 

6:00pm 

Mass. 

Novena Prayer to St Raymond 

Thank you to all  

our Sponsors, Donors, Volunteers, Parishioners and 

Guests. May God pour his heavenly blessings upon 

you and your families. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
This Sunday, the Announcement to Zechariah, begins our journey in this 
Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord leading us to the wonderful 
feast of Christmas. The Evangelist Luke writes about this miraculous 
event in a distinctive way, linking it to the temple and worship, that is, 
to the Old Testament and the promise of God to Abraham, to multiply 
his descendants as the stars in the sky. 
 
The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is reminiscent of Abraham and 
Sarah’s in the book of Genesis (Gn 12:21). Zechariah and Elizabeth are 
righteous before God and faithful to His commandments. The Evangelist 
describes them as irreproachable. Yet, they have no children. This was a 
source of great suffering for this pious couple, made worse by the mis-
conceptions around women who could not bear children in that period 
of time.  
 
The Angel of the Lord manifests himself to Zechariah, a priest of the 
Temple in Jerusalem as he did for Isaiah while he worshipped at the 
Temple (Is 6). These similarities indicate to us that the announcement 
of the Angel of the Lord will concern the Covenant of God and this is 
confirmed by the Angel's message. 
 
An impossible birth is made possible by the action of God, the Creator 
and Master of life. The child is destined to be holy and to play a role in 
the salvation of the people of Israel. In the Bible, a miraculous birth is 
not just a gift for the parents, it is always intended for the future of the 
people. The child will therefore have a mission and is promised great 
destiny.  
 
Yet, at this miraculous announcement, the faith of Zechariah, an irre-
proachable priest of the Temple, having knowledge of the Scriptures 
and of the rites, is marked by serious doubt. Zechariah was left unable 
to speak until the birth; for he had doubted the word of God.  
 
Zechariah’s silence is not necessarily a punishment but also proof of 
the action of God manifested in the silence of the father. And in fact, 
the people outside the temple recognised this sign in his silence: 
“When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realised 
that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.” (Lk 1:22)  
 
If we are to contemplate the importance of silence in understanding the 
wonders of God then we are able to bear witness to them. God's plan for 
humanity from Abraham until John, the last of the prophets, is com-
plete. God's promise to Abraham is fulfilled by the coming of John, the 
voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord and make 
straight His paths. 
 
The birth of John is not the fulfilment of the desire of his family: they 
wanted a young man to support them in their old age, but he was a cry-
ing voice in the wilderness. The birth of John was the fulfilment of God's 
plan of salvation.  
 
Every birth plays a role in this plan. Are we aware of our place in the 
history of salvation and fulfilling our role to prepare the way of the Lord? 
 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



 3  

 

PARISH NOTICE BOARD 

Services of the week 
 

 

See St Raymond’s  
 

 

  With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish  
 

 
 

st.raymonds 

For Final 

Rites at 

home or in 

hospital 

please call  

Fr Sam on 

0417171737 

 

Cleaning the 
House of God 

 
 

Marie Haidamous 
Phone: 0414 811 101  

mariehaidamous@outlook.com.au 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6jo6h4bvOAhWDFpQKHc0eBC4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Faslepire16%2Fits-like-chicken-noodle-soup-anointing-of-the-sick%2F&bvm=bv.129422649,d.dG
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يا إِخوَتِ، ألَْوَعْدُ لِإبلْراَهيمَ أوَْ لنَِسْلِهِ بِِنَْ يَكُونَ وَارثًا للِللاَل،َ ،  َْ 
يَكُنْ بِواسِطةَِ الشَّريِاَة، بَلْ بالبِرِ الَّذي نََلَهُ بالِإيَْْ،ن. فلللَوْ اَل،نَ 
أَهْلُ الشَّريِاَةِ هُمُ الوَارثِِين، لأبُْطِلَ الِإيَْْ،ن، وألُْلِلَِ  اللوَعْلدن لَأنَّ 
يَ  ليْلشُ ِ عَلريِلاَلة، فلَِّ تلَلاَلدرِ َْ الشَّريِاَةَ تُسَل رلُِ  ضَبَلَ  ون و
َِ فلَلَ هْلللُ الِإيْْلَل،نِ هُللمُ الللوَارثِلُلون، للِلكَلل  تلَلكُللونَ  للريِللاَللة. للِلذللِل للِللللشَّ
لريِلاَلةِ فلََ لسْل ، بلَلْ أيَْبال، الوِراَثةَُ هَِ ةا مِنَ و. وهلكَذَا تَََقَّقَ الوَعْدُ لِكُلرِ نَسْلِ  إبِلْلراَهليلم،  ِ للِلنَّلسْللِ الَّلذي هُلوَ مِلنْ أَهْللِ الشَّ
للِنَّسْلِ الَّذي هُوَ مِنْ  أَهْلِ الِإيَْْ،ن، إِيَْْ،نِ إِبلْلراَهِليلم، الَّلذي هُلوَ 
َِ أَباا لأمَُلم    أَبٌ لنََ، أَجْْلَالِينن اَلَ ل، هُلوَ مَلكْلإلُوب  َإِلرِ كَلاَللْلإلُ
اَثِيرةََ. فإَِبلْراَهِيمُ الَّذي آمَنَ بالِله هُوَ أَبٌ للَنلَ، أمََل،اَلله و، الَّلذي 
إِبلْراَهيمُ راَكِيا، عَلل  ضَليِر رَكَل،بِ، بِِنََّلهُ سَليلَبًليُر أَباا لأمَُلم  اَلثليرةَ،  يُُْي  الَأمْوَات، ويَدْعُو ضَيْرَ الللَ لوْكُلوإِ إِل اللوُكُلوإ. وآلَدْ آمَلنَ 
ِْ ،ِِيْْلَ،نلِهِ،  َ. و َْ يَبْلاُل َِ اََ ، آلِيللَ للَهُ  َهللكَلذَا يلَكُلونُ نَسْلللُ
بِرَضْمِ أنََّهُ رأَى، وهُوَ ابنُ نََْوِ مِئَةِ سَنَة، أَنَّ كَسَدَهُ مَ،ئِت، وأَنَّ 
َِّ وَِ  شَلل، سَلل،رَةَ آلَلدْ مَلل،ت. وبلِلنلَل،بِا عَللللل  وَعْللدِ و، مَلل، عَلل َْ
تلَرَإَّإ، بَلْ تلَقَلوَّى بالِإيْْلَ،ن، وَََّّلدَ و. وأيَلْلقَلنَ مِللْبَِ الليلَقِليِن أَنَّ 
سِلَ  للَهُ إِيْْلَ،نلُهُ بلِر ا.  ُْ  َِ وَ آَ،إِرٌ أَنْ يلُنْجِزَ مَ، وَعَدَ بهِِ. فلَللِذللِ
سِلَ  للَهُ بلِلر اَ، بلَلْ اُلإلَِ   ُْ لدَهُ أنََّلهُ َ ْْ و َْ يُكْإَْ  مِلنْ أَكْلللِهِ وَ
أيَْبا، مِنْ أَكْلِنَ،، نََْنُ الَّلذِيلنَ سَليلُْ لسَلُ  للَنلَ، بلِر ا، لأنَلَّلنلَ، نلُلْ مِلنُ 
بِالَّلذي أآَلَ،اَلله مِلنْ بلَيْنِ الَأمْلوَاتِ يَسُللوََّ رَبلَّلنلَ،، الَّلذي أُسْلللِمَ مِللنْ 

َّتنَِ،، وأآُيمَ مِنْ أَكْلِ تَبْيرنََِ.     أَكْلِ زَ
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 ٩١٤عدد 

 ساعة سجود

 الإنجيل
 
 

 ٥٢ - ١: ١لو 

 صلاة تساعيّة مار رومانوس
 

لنا يا ربّ، في تذكار   أهِّّ

كَ رومانوس،  شهيدِّ

رَكَ 
ُ
دَكَ ونشك أن نمجِّّ

ك قوّيتَهُ في  لأنَّ

لتَهُ في 
ّ
، وكل هِّ جهادِّ

متَ ذكرَهُ في الأقطار. 
َّ
كَ وعظ مَجدِّ

، فلتكن  هِّ فكما رَضيتَ عن شهادَتِّ

 
ً
كَ، وتوبة  لشعبِّ

ً
شفاعتَهُ حماية

للخطأة، وشفاءً للمرض ى، وسلامًا 

كَ وللعالم أجمَع. والآنَ،  لكنيستِّ

هِّ بابتهاجٍ قائلين معهُ: لُ بتذكارِّ  نحتفِّ
  

"أيّها الربّ يسوع المسيح، أظهِر 

 اسمُك ويتبارك 
َ

د كَ، ليتمجَّ
َ
قدرَت

 إلى الأبد". آمين 


