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THE GOSPEL

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader
of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,

from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being bom from above.” Nicodemus said
to him, “How can anyone be bom after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be bom?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without be-
ing bom of water and Spirit. What is bom of the flesh is
flesh, and what is bom of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be bom from
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?" Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things? “Very
truly, 1 tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimo-
ny. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildemess, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes
in him may have etemal life. “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have etemal
life.

John 3:1-16

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come | |

3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

22 January 2023

| | Now before faith came, we were imprisoned

| of God through faith. As many of you as were

{ | there is no longer slave or free, there is no
| | longer male and female; for all of you are one

Next Sunday:

THE EPISTLE

and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. Therefore the law was our disci-
plinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has
come, we are no longer subject to a discipli-
narian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children

baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek,

in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ,

then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs ac-
Sunday of the Priests cording to the promise.

Mal 2:1, 5-9 1/ Tim 4:6-16 / Lk 12:42-48 Gal 3:23-29
NO “Be Born Again? ” - FrSamWehbe
ADORATION Jesus told Nicodemus, who came to Him hy
night, that no one can see the kingdom of God

onThursday 26 January unless they are born again from water and Spir-

@ 7:00pm it

NO MASSES & NO ADORATION

Due to the Annual Clergy Retreat,
there will be:

NO MASSES & NO ADORATION from
Monday 23 to Friday 27 January in our
Parish & most Parishes. At Our Lady
of Lebanon, Harris Park there will be
Masses at 9am & 6pm celebrated by

a visiting priest from Lebanon.
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ST RAYMOND’S L AP
PARISH FIRST HOLY | 5
COMMUNION -
SATURDAY 29 APRIL 2023
Enrolment & Classes
February 2023
For Registrations contact
the office on 9643 0345

Saint Raymond’s Parish First Holy Communion
Parent Information Night 2023
Friday 3rd February @ 7pm

Join us at Saint Raymond’s Parish to enrol your
children as they enter into a fiuitful journey of \
learning about the Blessed Sacrament. ™

: ‘ Jesus, save us, who have been baptised in

Water: is a symbol of death and life. For this
reason, those who are being baptised take off
their old garments, are immersed in the water
and die with Christ. Thus, they die to their old
self, the self of the original sin and being dis-
tant from God. When they re-emerge from the
water they wear their white garments; that is,
they wear Jesus Christ who is the light, purity
and the Resurrection. St Paul tells us in today'’s
letter to the Galatians: "You who are baptized
in Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27).

Spirit: We acquire the spirit through the sacra-
ment of confirmation. This is the Holy Spirit who
confirms us in our Christian journey to live a
holy life according to God’s commandments.

I, who have been baptised in Jesus through
water and spirit, need to be bom again each
day so that | can take off the garment of sin and
wear the garment of virtue to achieve salvation
in the kingdom of God.

You, through Your glorious garment. Amen

| Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.
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Our St Francis de Sales - 24 January

Francis was born in 1566 of noble and pious parents
near Annecy and studied at Paris and Padua. On his
return from ltaly he gave up the grand career which
his father had marked out for him as a diplomat and
became a priest. When the Duke of Savoy had re-
solved to restore the Church in the Chablais, Francis
offered himself for the work, and set out on foot with
his Bible and breviary and one companion, his cousin
Louis De Sales. It was a work of toil, privation, and danger.
Every door and every heart was closed against him. He was
insulted and threatened with death. But nothing could daunt
him and, before long, the Church burst into a second spring. It
is stated that he converted 72,000 Protestants. He was then
compelled by the Pope to become Coadjutor Bishop of Gene-
va, and succeeded to the See in 1602. At times the exceeding
gentleness with which he received heretics and sinners almost
scandalized his friends, and one of them said to him, "Francis
of Sales will go to Paradise, of course; but | am not so sure of
the Bishop of Geneva: | am almost afraid his gentleness will
play him a shrewd turn." "Ah," said the Saint, "l would rather
account to God for too great gentleness than for too great se-
verity. Is not God all love? God the Father is the Father of mer-
cy; God the Son is a Lamb; God the Holy Spirit is a Dove - that
is, gentleness itself." Though poor, he refused provisions and
dignities, and even the great See of Paris. He died at Avignon
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in 1622. One of his famous sayings for a practical spiritual life
is: “l don't ask, | don't desire and | don’t refuse.”
May his prayers be with us.

el Y7l s wles @y, sLA il ey VY ple 3
Mirs o Sale 5 201 Y ;54“" Y

Bishop’s Message

Are we open to the Spirit of Truth or the evil of gossip?
Brothers and Sisters,
The passage from the Gospel this Sunday (John 3:1-21) is a conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a mem-

ber of the Jewish ruling council. He comes to Jesus at night to reveal his faith in him and to ask him few questions about his mis-
sion.

This passage is a powerful reminder of the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. It is through the Spirit that we are - like Nicode-
mus - born anew, and it is through the Spirit that we are able to enter the kingdom of God.

In this Season of the Epiphany, we are encouraged to have an open heart and mind to receive the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Truth
and allow Him to work in our hearts and lives. This is a source of great inspiration and we must all strive to be promoters of truth,
and promoters of the Word of God, our Gospel, and its values.

There is no greater betrayal of truth than the evil of gossip; spreading rumours, propagating information from unreliable sources
and subsequently drawing conclusions from these. Evil gossip tears down the body of Christ because it is rooted in pride and in
sin, it is also often driven by a need to defame others.

We read in James 3:9 about the tongue, “With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men and women, who have
been made in the likeness of God.”

This sentence convicts all of us.

We are called as believers to promote truth and justice rather than gossip and lies. Everyone is owed the presumption of inno-
cence until proven guilty. Even then, before we rush to judgement we must remember the impact our words can make. They have
the power to build up or destroy people, relationships and even whole communities.

We are called to speak the truth with love. When we hear bad news or rumours, we should instead find refuge in prayers and sur-
render to God’s will.

We are also called to become witness to the truth as it is our duty to be witness to the salvation in Jesus-Christ to others. This is
what it means to be born anew from the spirit who “opens our eyes, our ears and our hearts through the Father’s gift of
faith” (Ephesians 3:8-9).

Dear friends, | invite anyone who has an issue or concern regarding their parish to get in touch with their priest. This is the right
way to clarify things and to build and encourage each other up.

Importantly, if you have a load you are bearing alone, please also reach out to your parish priest. You are not alone and your priest
will help connect you with the support you need, and guide you towards the right outcome.

By the same token | ask you to pray with me and for me, asking for God’s grace so that we can be the hands and feet of Jesus in
the world of today, and seek only the path that will lead us and others to be born from above by the Spirit of the living God.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

2




| PARISH NOTICE BOARD |

Services of the week gond o
From Monday 23 January to Friday 27 F G O YV dnezell B U G YY (¥l
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Sunday 29 January- Sunday of the Priests:
8:00am Arabic Mass 4.%51‘.\:4 u\LJ‘ u}'s\"’t sl
10:00am Eng / Arb Mass _ oiladlolyo Vot v g wltBdaluohs -
Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and during
Masses. Sl Qi I g b Al g 1sldl Ay
Last week’s _ PARISHFINANCIALS Parish contacts
Collections || Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56 Parish office on 96430345
Anyone wishing to donate, please find bank details below:
33,740.15 || commonwealth Bank: St Raymond’s Maronite Fr Sam 0417 171 737
Yhing Catholic Parish Fr Michael 0401 369 892
A BSB: 067950 AccountNo: 03457 Deacon Joseph 0413 245 501

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final
dparish.org.au \ Rites at
. home or in
S @saintraymonds hospital
f sitRgymodsVaoiie || please call
Fr Sam on
@ st.raymonds 041717117317

Taking the payment responsibility of:
1. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint - Thank you & God bless you
. Mobile Phone Bill - Thank you & God bless you Raymond & Georgette Daher
. Caltex Fuel Card - Thank you & God bless you Joe & Dianne Bechara & Family

Email: admin@stray

2
3
4. E-Tag

5. Church Weekly Flowers - $50 per week

6. Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)

7. Large garbage bin ($40 per week)

8. Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week)

11. Technical Network Maintenance Done - Thank you & God bless you

12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills (5600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy (3750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass Done - Thank you & God bless you

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments |
or concems, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office: |
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)
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Please contact the office
if you would like to advertise
your business in $t Raymond’s Newsletter
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