7”

/,}ﬁ’"@i

Issue 373

THE GOSPEL

Now every year his parents went to
Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. When the festival was
ended and they started to return,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Je-
rusalem, but his parents did not

look for him among their relatives
and friends. When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days
they found him in the temple, sit-
ting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them ques-|| -
tions. And all who heard him were

his answers. When his parents saw
him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look,
your father and | have been search-
ing for you in great anxiety.” He
said to them, “Why were you
searching for me? Did you not
know that | must be in my Father's
house?” But they did not under-
stand what he said to them. Then
he went down with them and came
to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them. His mother treasured all
these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years,
and in divine and human favor.

Lk 2:41-52

know it. Assuming that he was in|
the group of travelers, they went a| A
day’s journey. Then they started to| =<~

amazed at his understanding and el iy

One Family in Love and Joy

NEW YEAR & FINDING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE

2 January 2022

Next Synday:

1st Sunday after Epiphany
2Cor 10:1-11/Jn 1:29-34

ADORATION

:'-' ?; Spend one hour

with Jesus.

" Every Thursday
at 7:00pm.

ST RAYMOND’S PARISH FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION

SATURDAY 14th May 2022

Enrolment & Classes February
2022

For Registrations contact the
office on 9643 0345

THE EPISTLE

Now if perfection had been at-
tainable through the Levitical
priesthood for the people re-
ceived the law under this priest-
hood what further need would
there have been to speak of an-
other priest arising according to
the order of Melchizedek, rather
than one according to the order
of Aaron? For when there is a
change in the priesthood, there is
necessarily a change in the law as
well. Now the one of whom these
things are spoken belonged to
another tribe, from which no one
has ever served at the altar. For it
is evident that our Lord was de-
scended from Judah, and in con-
nection with that tribe Moses said
nothing about priests. It is even
more obvious when another priest
arises, resembling Melchizedek,
one who has become a priest, not
through a legal requirement con-
cerning physical descent, but
through the power of an inde-
structible life. For it is attested of
him, “You are a priest forever, ac-
cording to the order of Melchize-
dek.” There is, on the one hand,
the abrogation of an earlier com-
mandment because it was weak
and ineffectual (for the law made
nothing perfect); there is, on the
other hand, the introduction of a
better hope, through which we
approach God.

Heb 7:11-19

[ Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Rose Therese, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick. [
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Bishop’s Corner— New Year’s Day-World Day of Peace & Finding of the Lord in the Temple

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I write this message to you, dear Maronites of Australia, as we stand on the dawn of a new year. We have just
completed a year which has been quite strange in many ways, quite difficult and challenging. We could have nev-
er imagined, 2 years ago, that our lives would be so transformed. At the same time, we are aware that the transi-
tion into the New Year will not make most of the challenges disappear but we pray for the graces to deal with
them and overcome them. Let us carry with us the lessons of the past year and enter into 2022 with the will to be-
come builders of peace, justice and unity wherever we are.

I am especially mindful of the many members of our community, including our own clergy, who are sick, isolated
and separated from loved ones at this time. I pray to the Lord that you all regain your health soon and return to
your families and parishes.

As our world still fights this pandemic, I also think of and express my gratitude to all the frontline workers, the
selfless men and women, who are working to keep us all safe, including medical professionals, researchers, and
every person in essential fields who provide much needed services.

We also turn our gaze at this time to Lebanon. In his ‘Urbi et Orbi’ message for Christmas 2021, His Holiness
Pope Francis remembered Lebanon in a special way, saying: “Let us think of Lebanon, which is undergoing an
unprecedented crisis, accompanied by very troubling economic and social conditions.” Families of Lebanon are
struggling and they look to us for help. Let us assure them that they are not forgotten but loved and remembered. 1
encourage you to donate to the Lebanese Family Appeal of our Eparchy by visiting: www.maronite.org.au/
appeals. $50 for a family in Australia could be a simple takeaway meal but for a suffering family in Lebanon at
this time, it can provide food and basic necessities for weeks.

Friends, the Holy Father also urged us to look at the Child Jesus who “In the cold of the night, he stretches out his
tiny arms towards us: he is in need of everything, yet he comes to give us everything. Let us ask him for the
strength to be open to dialogue. On this festive day, let us implore him to stir up in the hearts of everyone a yearn-
ing for reconciliation and fraternity...” On this day dedicated by our Catholic Church as a World Day of Peace, let
us make this our prayer and let us be instruments of peace wherever we are, in our homes, in our societies and in
our nations.

I wish you a safe, blessed and Happy New Year!
+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

“ Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple’ - Fr som Wehbe

On the last Sunday of the season of Christmas, we meditate on the life of Jesus before He starfed k& by '
His mission at the age of 30. The gospel says: ““Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and &
in divine and human favour”.

Like every human, Jesus is body, soul and spirit. Through his obedience to Joseph and Mary, and by §§ s
living in a pious, prayerful and loving family environment, Jesus grew:

|—Physically in health,
- MentuIIY in wisdom: He was obedient, He listened and questioned. . .,
3 Spiritually in grace: He had a good relationship with the Father.

In 2022 God calls us to work on ourselves:
+ Physically by taking care of our bodies and health. . .
+ Mentally by listening more than we speak and speaking only when necessary...

+ Spiritually by renewing and strengthening my relationship with God, obeying his commandments, doing his will
and finding peace and happiness in Him.

Lord, help me to spend more time in Your house , in silent prayer, meditating on Your Word and doing Your
will, so that | may grow like Your Son Jesus. Amen




I PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Services of the week
Monday 3 January & Tuesday 4 January: 5:30pm Rosary & 6:00pm Mass
Epiphany Eve - Wednesday 5 January:
6:00pm Mass + Blessing of the water — Eng/Arb
10:30pm Midnight Mass + Blessing the water — Eng/Arb
Epiphany Day - Thursday 6 January
9:00am Mass + Blessing of the water - Eng/Arb
6:00pm Mass + Blessing of the water — Eng/Arb
7:00pm Adoration - Eng/Arb
Friday 7 January & Saturday 8 January: 5:30pm Rosary & 6:00pm Mass
Sunday 9 January: 1st Sunday of Epiphany
8:00am: English Mass
10:0am: English/ Arabic Mass

Confessions: Half an hour before and during Masses.
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PARISH FINANCIALS

Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56

Anyone wishing to donate, please find bank details below:
Bank of Sydney: St Raymond’s Parish

BSB: 942206 A/C: 1109719

AT
Cleaning the House of God Sy

Interested in helping to keep the House
of God clean?

Please contact the office on 96430345

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final
Email: admin@stray dparish.org.au Rites at
? v onds home or in
Y Geirtrayma hospital

Saint Raymond’s Maronite
n Paﬁshmsymy please call
Fr Sam on

X st.raymonds 04171717317

Taking the payment responsibility of:

. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you

The Mobile Phone Bill Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
Caltex Fuel Card ($50 p/w)

E-Tag

Church Weekly Flowers - $75 per week

Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)

Large garbage bin (840 per week)

Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week

Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week)

10. Office Phone Bill+ Intemet ($100 per week)

11. Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you

OO B LN =

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, commentsor |
concems, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

RAYMOND & TONY
GHALLOUB HIJI 'J.I ORM

A\ MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
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WIP
j WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS

66-68 Railway Pde,
Granville NSW 2142
Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS

Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting

Sympathy [ EVel=Ige18

John & Hayat Francis

Managing Directors

12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills ($600 per month)
14. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)
15. Cutting Grass ($160 per month)

CARS

L e 3 Don’t Drearm It, DRIVE IT

187 Hume Highway Lansvale

JOHN EL-HESSEN Comer of Longfield St 2166

Director
Chad Baissari |

aissari
icform@live.com.au
0413 734 444

Thank you all for |
your support and
generosity.

May God Bless you
always.

Tel: 02 9637 2611
Fax: 02 9637 2677
Mobile: 0410 552 030

Coompetitive Pay
Flexibility
Give Back

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training

Search af

www.rightathome.com.au/employment-opportunities

nght
Call 02 8123 4045 r|\| Horrle

In Home Care & Assistance

For the best quality in-home care

1] Right at Home Sydney Inner West

Persconal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au

www.rightathome.com.au
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