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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
Lent is an opportunity every year to go back to ourselves and to God, to rediscover His great mercy, His 
immense forgiveness, and His amazing love. The Parable of the Prodigal Son, which is the core of our re-
flection on this fourth Sunday of Lent presents to us a wonderful and meaningful story about our rela-
tionship with God.  In this parable, Our Lord wanted to put into pictures a truth, deeper than any lecture, 
and a narrative deeper than any homily or reflection. In this parable, the younger son first shows that he 
believes only in himself and material things. He wants to leave his father’s house thinking he will be free 
to do whatever he wants. But he soon finds that material things do not last, and the pleasures which come 
from them are soon forgotten. The flesh has an appetite which is never satisfied. When all his money is 
gone and his friends have deserted him, the question was where is the hope, where is this freedom? His 
only hope now is in his father’s goodness. The father has compassion on his son. He had been standing at 
his front door, looking long and hard for a sign of the return of his son. The father who is the very source 
of hope for his children had himself hope that the one who had been lost, would return to him and he 
was waiting for that moment. In fact, although the father is the perfect apostle of hope simply by him be-
ing what he is and being in his own house, the younger son also becomes an apostle of hope by the loving 
act of returning in a spirit of penance. There is another very important lesson for us in this parable, and a 
powerful incentive to acknowledge our sins, to go to confession, and to do penance for them. Through 
God’s mercy, the one who has sinned but now repents, is treated as if he had never sinned, as if he never 
done wrong. He is fully restored to his rights and to his honours. There is an Eastern saying that for two 
things alone there is no limit: the stupidity of man and the mercy of God. There is some truth in that. Our 
hope is that we realise in our life how blessed we are by having the opportunity to be believers in Jesus 
Christ and living in the father's house. We are invited to learn that leaving the father's house is a sign of 
death and coming back is a sign of life. And then, by our very act of returning to the father's house, we 
become apostles of hope for ourselves and for others.  
Consecration of Russia and Ukraine 
The Vatican has announced that His Holiness Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary on Friday 25 March, Feast of the Annunciation, in St Peter's Basilica. The same 
act, on the same day, will be performed in Fatima by Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, papal almoner.  
Our Maronite Church in Australia will participate in the consecration in our Churches raising our prayers 
to God our Father, so that through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, he will grant us the gift of peace.   
Let us strive to be apostles of hope this week!     

 آذار٩١ –مار يوسف 
 

St Joseph – 19 March  
 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8o6Xd3drRAhUGnZQKHUs5A-QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fbeverlyvaughn92%2Fplaces-to-visit%2F&psig=AFQjCNF-pUl9hiaK8q45d88c3BfitS3mlQ&ust=1485344
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD 

May God Bless you 

Services of the week 
 

 

 

Saturday 26 March - Feast of Gabriel The Archangel:  

5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm  one year  Mass  Sobhieh DAHER  wife of  

late Georg e NASSIF from Hadchit 
 

8:00am Arabic Mass  

٧

افات:  نصف ساعة قبل وخلال القداسات   الإعتر

  With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish  
 

 
 

st.raymonds 

For Final 

Rites at 

home or in 

hospital 

please call  

Fr Sam on 

0417171737 

 

Cleaning the House of God 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6jo6h4bvOAhWDFpQKHc0eBC4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Faslepire16%2Fits-like-chicken-noodle-soup-anointing-of-the-sick%2F&bvm=bv.129422649,d.dG
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 الإنجيل
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 ٥٨٣ عدد

 

 ساعة سجود
 

هل أنا راضٍ؟ ”


