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SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

20 March 2022

THE GOSPEL

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will

them. A few days later the younger son gathered
all he had and travelled to a distant country, and

living. When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and
he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any-
thing. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father's hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hun-
ger! [ will get up and go to my father, and | will say
to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” So he
set off and went to his father. But while he was
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe
the best one and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!” And they began to cele-
brate. “Now his elder son was in the field; and
when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. He called one of the
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years | have been working like a slave for
you, and | have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat so
that | might celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, be-
cause this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.””

Lk 15:11-32

belong to me.” So he divided his property between | |,

there he squandered his property in dissolute | [

THE EPISTLE

(|| Examine yourselves to see whether you are
living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not
~ || realise that Jesus Christ is in you? unless,
indeed, you fail to meet the test! | hope you
< || will find out that we have not failed. But we

pray to God that you may not do anything

Next Sunday:
Sunday of the Paralytic
1Tim 5:24-6:5 | Mk 2:1-12

wrong not that we may appear to have met
the test, but that you may do what is right,
though we may seem to have failed. For we

cannot do anything against the truth, but

only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are
weak and you are strong. This is what we
pray for, that you may become perfect. So |

ADORATION

Spend one hour || Write these things while | am away from you,
withJesus. || so that when | come, | may not have to be
Every Thursday || Severe in using the authority that the Lord
at 7:00pm after || has given me for building up and not for
our 6:00pm || tearing down. Finally, brothers and sisters,
Mass. farewell. Put things in order, listen to my ap-
peal, agree with one another, live in peace;
FRIDAYS OF LENT and the God of love and peace will Iqe with
Mas you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All
5‘2’&%‘"““ Stas- the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord
e %}v. - Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
y LVening . hp .
Prayer & Ziah | munion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
of the Cross 2Cor 13:5-13
Arb/Eng

“Am | Content? rrsam wehbe

In the parable of the prodigal son, the two sons had a similar problem:

The younger son was not satisfied with his life and discontent with his father, brother and himself. Al
his thoughts were about money and property. So he asked for his share and moved away to
live in sin. After he lost everything, his eyes were opened and he wished to be where he origi-
nally was with his family: Content, loved and happy.

The older son was also not satisfied with his life and was discontent. His mind was focused
on material things. This created hatred in his heart for his brother. He therefore rejected his
father and brother and refused to forgive and be united with the family.

The father was the image of God, the loving and giving creator, content with His creation,
waiting, forgiving, being humble and meek.

The parable teaches us that discontentment and focus on material things are the causes of
sin, hatred, pride and rejection. However, contentment and the focus on God and on what
He wants are the causes of joy, love, peace, humility and sanctity.

Lord, grant us the contentment and the focus to listen to You and live according to Your
Will. Amen

[ Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Rose Therese, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.

Address: ST RAYMOND & ST JOSEPH THE WORKER MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 37 — 39 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144

Parish Office: 41 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144 | Ph 9643 0345 | M +61 417 171 737 | ABN:53 697 102 280




St Joseph -~ 19 March

Everything we know about the hus-
band of Mary and the foster father
of Jesus comes from scripture. Jo-
seph was a carpenter, a working
man, for the skeptical Nazarenes
ask about Jesus, "Is this not the carpen-
ter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). Joseph was
a faithful, compassionate and caring
man. When he discovered Mary was
pregnant after they had been betrothed,
he knew the child was not his. He
planned to divorce Mary quietly and not
expose her to shame or cruelty (Matthew
1:19-25). Joseph treated Jesus as his own
son, for the people of Nazareth repeated-
ly said of Jesus, "Is this not the son of Jo-
seph?" (Luke 4:22). Joseph is the patron
saint of the dying and of the universal
Church, fathers, carpenters, and social
justice. We celebrate two feast days for
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¢ ATENTION

IN PREPARATION OF THE

— o

50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE MARONITE EPARCHY %
(1973 - 2023) -

WE ARE CALLING UPON ALL OUR PARISHIONERS Y
WHO HAVE ANY

SR,
NIRRT . AGES

KINDLY FORWARD TO YOUR PARISH OFFICE

. i) I wt " w ot .. OR CONTACT THE
Joseph' MarCh 13 fOI’ Joseph the Hus- - ‘ (f""a - W&J‘ aaldl L“SA%'L"A‘ M'&l‘ @M MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000
band of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the T s 43 oy U mdhs e
Worker. May his parayers be with us. R s &9 T T—-—

LR
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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is an opportunity every year to go back to ourselves and to God, to rediscover His great mercy, His
immense forgiveness, and His amazing love. The Parable of the Prodigal Son, which is the core of our re-
flection on this fourth Sunday of Lent presents to us a wonderful and meaningful story about our rela-
tionship with God. In this parable, Our Lord wanted to put into pictures a truth, deeper than any lecture,
and a narrative deeper than any homily or reflection. In this parable, the younger son first shows that he
believes only in himself and material things. He wants to leave his father’s house thinking he will be free
to do whatever he wants. But he soon finds that material things do not last, and the pleasures which come
from them are soon forgotten. The flesh has an appetite which is never satisfied. When all his money is
gone and his friends have deserted him, the question was where is the hope, where is this freedom? His
only hope now is in his father’s goodness. The father has compassion on his son. He had been standing at
his front door, looking long and hard for a sign of the return of his son. The father who is the very source
of hope for his children had himself hope that the one who had been lost, would return to him and he
was waiting for that moment. In fact, although the father is the perfect apostle of hope simply by him be-
ing what he is and being in his own house, the younger son also becomes an apostle of hope by the loving
act of returning in a spirit of penance. There is another very important lesson for us in this parable, and a
powerful incentive to acknowledge our sins, to go to confession, and to do penance for them. Through
God’s mercy, the one who has sinned but now repents, is treated as if he had never sinned, as if he never
done wrong. He is fully restored to his rights and to his honours. There is an Eastern saying that for two
things alone there is no limit: the stupidity of man and the mercy of God. There is some truth in that. Our
hope is that we realise in our life how blessed we are by having the opportunity to be believers in Jesus
Christ and living in the father's house. We are invited to learn that leaving the father's house is a sign of
death and coming back is a sign of life. And then, by our very act of returning to the father's house, we
become apostles of hope for ourselves and for others.

Consecration of Russia and Ukraine

The Vatican has announced that His Holiness Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary on Friday 25 March, Feast of the Annunciation, in St Peter's Basilica. The same
act, on the same day, will be performed in Fatima by Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, papal almoner.

Our Maronite Church in Australia will participate in the consecration in our Churches raising our prayers
to God our Father, so that through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, he will grant us the gift of peace.
Let us strive to be apostles of hope this week! + Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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| PARISH NOTICE BOARD |

Services of the week fod Cilaus
Monday 21 March & Tuesday 22 March: 5:30pm Rosary +6:00 Mass ol e g Aomena Sl 031 13T YY GBS 13T YY (Y
Wednesday 23 March - Feast of St Raflca: 5:30pm Rosary + 6:00 Mass ol T s g Amine Bl 00 L) Agniall e - 30 VY plasl
Thursday 24 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 6pm Mass & 7pm adoration s el g o8 1 ol s Y 1 3 e M‘
Friday 25 March-Feast of the Annunciation: 5:30pm Mass, 6.30pm Siafions, | ., r.all s Jorlye 2o oyt 2lae® ¥ 2 il g 31 Y0 dnacel
Evening Prayer & Zieh ofthe Cross Arb/Eng Al 2l g s pall 2l i) 73 Lk B30

Saturday 26 March - Feast of Gabriel The Archangel: Aaadl B e+ g ompad Hae O 1ASOL iy s 31 ol
5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm one year Mass Sobhiech DAHER wife of

late Georg e NASSIF from Hadchit i pouioligs pso | A58l Ao dago el
Sunday 27 March - Sunday of the Paralytic: C'L'*’U d] - I31YY ol
8:00am Arabic Mass dyall ‘-’-Ul-‘wm Blea Ae
10:00am Eng/ Arb Mass duyallodplny] wallly Wliilolyo )
Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and during Masses. Sleoladdl Py Jod Al avas L8 ;\:-}N
PARISH FINANCIALS ST RAYMOND’S PARISH FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

tastweels || Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56 SATURDAY 14th May 2022

collections || Anyone wishing to donate, please find
bank details below:

$3,896.75 || Bank of Sydney: St Raymond’s Parish Cleaning the Housc of God

. . Interested in helping to keep the House of [i
BSB: 942206 AIC: 1109719 God clean? Please contact the office

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final @- Taking the payment responsibility of:
Email: admin@st dparish.org.au s 1. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you
‘ ’ ‘ Rites at « ¥ 2. The Mobile Phone Bill Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
T S RoreYo i “ "‘ & 3 Calle el Card 550 )
<) @saintraymo . f - b-lag
ho sp ital ’ E. 9, % 5. Church Weekly Flowers - $75 per week
Saint Rar d’s Maronit ‘ 6. Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - (8480 per week)
Payxgnshogygney ome P lease call O 7. Large garbage bin (840 per week)
Fr Sam on / 8. Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week
9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week)
@ st.raymonds 04171711317 / 10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week)

11. Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you
12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills ($600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass ($160 per month)

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments
or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

"o. .
RAYMOND & TONY SN L. CARS
GHALLOUB mm.rom | JOT.N' ELHESSEN Comer of Longrietd St 2166
\ MAY THEYRESTINPEACE || ... mm— Shad Bovmeatl
\ ':.'.'.'.'-';.':--::5352; SRl Www.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

PTY Thank you all for
w ' PLTD Sympathy [FEREIB your support and
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS John & Hayat Francis generosity.
Managing Directors
66-68 lRainay Pde, Te!: 02 9637 2611 May GOd Ble" you
s i i i Mobie: 0410 552 030 always.

FOR YOU
nght

Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l P,

In Home Care & Assistance

Compstitive Pay
Flexibility
Give Back

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training

For the best quality in-home care

Right at Home Sydney Inher West

Personal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au
Home

s e & enienes ' — www.rightathome.com.au

Right
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