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2Cor 7:4-11 / Lk 8:40-56

ADORATION
Spend one
hour with
Jesus.
Every
Thursday
at 7:00pm
after our
6:00pm
Mass.
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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Leper
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Our Gospels for the Season of Great Lent in the Maronite Church
focus on some of the miracles of Christ during his mission on earth.
This Sunday, we reflect on the Healing of the Leper (Mark 1:35-43).
As I mentioned in my message on Cana Sunday, the theme for our
Maronite Lenten Homilies this year is “You are Apostles of Hope!”
and this week we reflect on hope and mercy.
Leprosy was one of the most impure diseases for the Jews, so much
so that lepers were not allowed to approach others and were cast out
of the community. Yet the leper in our Gospel defies this ban, because he had faith and hope that the Lord can heal him. His approach is not one of pride. He recognizes himself as a sinner, and in
all humility, he begs the Lord to heal him. Jesus does not ask for
more. He heals him and asks him to go and show himself to the
priests of the temple so that he can be allowed to join the community
again.
What does this mean in our life today? Leprosy is like sin. It separates us from God and our community. Only the Lord can heal us if we
approach him in hope, faith, and humility. And during this time of
Lent, I encourage you to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
where the priest, in the name of the Lord, forgives us our sins and
restores us to the communion of the Church.
If we do not recognise our sins and admit them, there is a danger
that, over time, our hearts will harden and a distance will be created
between us and God. Let us ask the Lord to make us aware of our
need for forgiveness. Our parishes offer many opportunities for prayer, adoration and confession in Lent.
The Lord showed his mercy and compassion both for the leper and
the people who sought Him. If we approach him with the same faith
and the same confidence as the leper saying: “If you choose, you can
make me clean.” (Mk 1:40), we can be filled with hope in His mercy
and his reply: “I do choose. Be made clean!” (Mk 1:41).
When we look at the world around us, we pray that the Lord’s compassion touches the hearts of world leaders so they work for peace.
We pray for an end to the war in Ukraine. We know the immense cost
of war. There can never be any winners in an armed conflict, but only
losers.
We also think on this Sunday of our brothers and sisters in Queensland and New South Wales affected by the floods. We pray for those
who passed away that their souls rest in peace. May God also grant
hope to those who lost their homes and livelihoods so they can rebuild what was lost.
Let us remember that the Lord can make possible what would be
impossible for us. Our hope is in His mercy and compassion.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The 40 Martyrs - 9 March
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Services of the week

8:00am Arabic Mass

Confessions: will be held Half an hour before and during
Masses.

Cleaning the House of God

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

st.raymonds

For Final
Rites at
home or in
hospital
please call
Fr Sam on
0417171737

May God Bless you
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عدد ٣٨٣

اإلنجيل
َ
َ
وع َق ْب َل ُط ُلوع َ
َق َام َي ُس ُ
الف ْجرَ ،فخ َر َج وذ َه َب ِإلى
ِ
َ
ََ َْ
صلي ُه َناك .ولح َق به س ْم َع ُ
َ َ ُ َ
ان
َ َ ُ ِ َ ُ ِ ِ َ ِْ
م َّك ٍان قفرُ ،وأخذ َي ُ ِ
َو ْالذين َم َعهَ ،وو َجد ُوه فقالوا له" :أل َج ِم ُيع
َ
ْ
َ
َيط ُل ُب َون َك"َ .
فقال ل ُه ُم"ِ :ل َنذ َه ْب ِإ َلى َمك ٍان آخرِ ،إلى
َ
َ َ َُ َ ْ ً َ
ُ
ضا ،ف ِإ ِني ِلهـذا
الق َرى ال ُـم َج ِاو َرة ،ألب ِشر هناك أي
َُ َْ
ُ
ُ
ُ
َخ َر ْجت"َ .
وس ْ َار في ك ِل ال َـج ِل َيلَ ،وهو يك ِرز في
َّ
اطين .وأ َت ُاه أ ْب َر ُ
ص َي َت َو َّ َس ُل
َ َم َج ِام ِع ِهم َو َيط ُر ُد َالش َي
ِ
َ
ْ َ ْ َ
ََ َ
وق َ
ال ل ُه"ِ :إ ْن ِشئ َت َفأن َت ق ِاد ٌر َأ ْن
ِإل ْ َيه ،فجثا
َ َ َّ َ َ ُ ُ َ َّ َ َ ُ َ َ ُ َ
ُ
ال لهُ:
وق َ
تط ِه َرِني!" .فتحن ْن يسوع ومد يده وَلسه
َ
ْ
َ
"ق ْد ِشئ ُت ،فاط ُه ْر!" .وفي ال َ َ َ َ ْ ُ َ َ
ص،
ـح ُ ِال َزال ًعنه الب َر َُ
َ َ ُ َ َ ََْ َ ُ َ ُ ُ َ َ
وص َرفه حاالَ ،وقال له:
فطهر .فانتهره يسوع
ُ"أ ْن ُظ ْر ،ال ُت ْخب ْر َأ َح ًدا ب َش يءَ ،بل ْاذ َه ْب َوأر َن ْف َسكَ
َْ
َ َ ِْ َ ْ ُ ْ ِ َ َ َ َ ِ َ ُ َ ِ َ ً
وس ى ،ش َه َادة
َِللك ِاه َن ،وق ِدم عن طه ِر َك ما أمر َ ِب ِ َه م
ل ُهم" .أ َّما ُه َو َف َخ َر َج َوب َدأ ُي َنادي بأ ْعلى َ
ص ْو ِت ِه ُوي ِذ ُيع
َ َ َ َّ َّ َ ُ َ َ ِ َ ِ َ
ُ
وع ل ْم َي ُع ْد ق ِاد ًرا أ ْن َي ْد َخ َل ِإلى
الـخبر ،حتى إن يس
َمد َينة َعالن َي ِةَ ،ب ْل َ
يم في ال َـخارج ،في أ َماكنَ
كان يقُ
ُ
ِ
ُ ْ ِ َ ٍ ِ َ َّ ُ ْ ُ َ ِ َ
ُ ِ َ
اس َيأتون ِإل ْي ِه ِم ْن ك ِل َمكان.
مق ِفرة ،وكان الن
.
مر٣٥-٥٣ : ١

ساعة سجود
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