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THE GOSPEL
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THE EPISTLE

& | Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal
i | bodies, to make you obey their passions. No
¢ | longer present your members to sin as instru-
{ | ments of wickedness, but present yourselves to
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“Jesus stretched out his hand & touched him?”- Fr sam wehbe

Lent s a special time where we are on a journey of fasting, praying, doing penance, reconciliation, repenting and doing
charitable work...

In the gospel of the second Sunday, a rejected leper came to Jesus who had just finished his prayer early in the morning
in a deserted area. Jesus had compassion upon him, touched him and talked to him. So by this, Jesus healed him and
gave him a new opportunity, new life and new hope.

And today we are called in this lent to:

1. Choose a calmer place and the right time to be with God and pray like Jesus.

2. Know that each one of us has a kind of leprosy and we should go to Jesus so that he can touch and heal us from the leprosy of sin, hatred,
sickness, anger, negative reactions, bad words and pride...

3. Treat each other as Jesus treated the Leper, which means to touch each other with the touch of love, compassion, forgiveness, acceptance
and understanding.

Lord, touch and heal us from our leprosy and accept our fasting, our prayer and our love. Amen

[ Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Rose Therese, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.
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Bishop’s Corner — Sunday of the Leper

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our Gospels for the Season of Great Lent in the Maronite Church
focus on some of the miracles of Christ during his mission on earth.
This Sunday, we reflect on the Healing of the Leper (Mark 1:35-43).
As | mentioned in my message on Cana Sunday, the theme for our
Maronite Lenten Homilies this year is “You are Apostles of Hope!”
and this week we reflect on hope and mercy.

Leprosy was one of the most impure diseases for the Jews, so much
so that lepers were not allowed to approach others and were cast out
of the community. Yet the leper in our Gospel defies this ban, be-
cause he had faith and hope that the Lord can heal him. His ap-
proach is not one of pride. He recognizes himself as a sinner, and in
all humility, he begs the Lord to heal him. Jesus does not ask for
more. He heals him and asks him to go and show himself to the
priests of the temple so that he can be allowed to join the community
again.

What does this mean in our life today? Leprosy is like sin. It sepa-
rates us from God and our community. Only the Lord can heal us if we
approach him in hope, faith, and humility. And during this time of
Lent, | encourage you to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
where the priest, in the name of the Lord, forgives us our sins and
restores us to the communion of the Church.

If we do not recognise our sins and admit them, there is a danger
that, over time, our hearts will harden and a distance will be created
between us and God. Let us ask the Lord to make us aware of our
need for forgiveness. Our parishes offer many opportunities for pray-
er, adoration and confession in Lent.

GROW WITH THOSE WHO
WALK WITH CHRIST

"Have mercy on us,
and on the whole
world." A talk by Fr
Damien Mosakowski.

h 9th March, 2022

Saint Raymond's
Parish, Auburn.
7:30 PM.
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The Lord showed his mercy and compassion both for the leper and
the people who sought Him. If we approach him with the same faith
and the same confidence as the leper saying: “If you choose, you can
make me clean.” (Mk 1:40), we can be filled with hope in His mercy
and his reply: “l do choose. Be made clean!” (Mk 1:41).

When we look at the world around us, we pray that the Lord’s com-
passion touches the hearts of world leaders so they work for peace.
We pray for an end to the war in Ukraine. We know the immense cost
of war. There can never be any winners in an armed conflict, but only
losers.

We also think on this Sunday of our brothers and sisters in Queens-
land and New South Wales affected by the floods. We pray for those
who passed away that their souls rest in peace. May God also grant
hope to those who lost their homes and livelihoods so they can re-
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build what was lost.
Let us remember that the Lord can make possible what would be
impossible for us. Our hope is in His mercy and compassion.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The 40 Martyrs - 9 March

he 40 Martyrs were Roman soldiers who were put to death in Sebaste, which is in Armenia today. The account of these martyrs is well-
documented historically, and inspired great faithfulness in the ancient Church. Around the year 320, the emperor of the eastern Roman empire, Lucinius, is-
sued a decree ordering every Christian to renounce their faith or face death. When this decree was announced to the Roman army, 40 soldiers of different na-
tionalities—all part of a famous “Thundering Legion"—refused to comply with the order to sacrifice to Roman gods. They were brought to trial in Sebaste, and
the governor there threatened them with disgrace if they continued, and promised promotions for any who renounced their faith. They all stood firm. The gover-
nor then devised a plan to test their faith. They were to be placed upon a frozen lake, naked and exposed to the howling wind, until they either changed their
minds or froze to death. The 40 did not wait to be stripped, but undressed themselves, and encouraged one another in the ordeal. A fire and warm baths were
prepared at the edge of the lake, and they were told that they could come in from the ice and warm themselves if they turned away from Christianity. For three
days and nights, the group endured. One young soldier decided to leave the group for the warmth of the baths, but the shock to his system killed him. One of the
guards, seeing this disgrace, was inspired by the resolve of the remaining 39. When he was off-duty, he fell asleep by the fire and had a dream in which angels
descended upon the soldiers on the lake and crowned them. He counted only 39 crowns, and decided to join them. He put down his arms and cloak, pro-
claimed himself a Christian, and walked out to the group on the ice, bringing the number of martyrs back to 40. By the morning of the fourth day, most were
dead, and the remaining were killed. All the bodies were burned in a furnace, and their ashes thrown into a river. The Christian community recovered some of
the charred remains. Forty Martyrs of Sebaste, who froze to death on an ice-covered lake instead of renouncing your faith—pray for us!




| PARISH NOTICE BOARD |

Services of the week gyl Slods
Monday 7 March & Tuesday 8 March: : 5:30pm Rosary + 6:00 Mass oolid oo s g Ameuna Bl O 1131 A LT g 3T iy
Wednesday 9 March-The 40 Martyrs: 5:30pm Rosary +6:00 Mass 8T+ g Aminn Blaaa O gl el il e - 314 clal
Thursday 10 March: 5:30pm Rosary, 6:00pm Mass followed by adoration 95 sy ulid e+ omeadl s 0 : 13T L Luteell
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Last week’s PARISH FINANCIALS ST RAYMOND’S PARISH FIRST HOLY COMMUNION |

Amount Owi ng to the Bank $11 300.56 SATURDAY 14th May 2022. Enrolment & Classes February
Anyone wishing to donate, pI;aascla find 2022. For Registrations contact the office on 9643 0345

bank details below:

43612.40 || Bank of Sydney: St Raymond's Parish Cleaning the Housc of God

. . Interested in helping to keep the House of
BSB: 942206 AIC: 1109719 God clean? Please contact the office |#

collections

With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final @- Taking the payment responsibility of:
Email: admin@st dparish.org.au s 1. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you
‘ ’ ‘ Rites at « ¥ 2. The Mobile Phone Bill Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
T S RoreYo i “ "‘ & 3 Calle el Card 550 )
<) @saintraymo . f - E-lag
ho sp ital ’ E. 9, % 5. Church Weekly Flowers - $75 per week
Saint Rar d’s Maronit ‘ 6. Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - (8480 per week)
Payxgnshogygney ome P lease call O 7. Large garbage bin (840 per week)
Fr Sam on / 8. Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week
9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week)
@ st.raymonds 04171711317 / 10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week)

11. Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you
12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills ($600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass ($160 per month)

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments
or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)
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PTY Thank you all for
w ' PLTD Sympathy [FEREIB your support and
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS John & Hayat Francis generosity.
Managing Directors
66-68 lRainay Pde, Te!: 02 9637 2611 May GOd Ble" yau
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FINALLY A JOB THAT’S FOR YOU
nght

Call 02 8123 4045 rl\l P,

In Home Care & Assistance

Compstitive Pay
Flexibility
Give Back

Moake a Difference
Recieve Paid Training

For the best quality in-home care

Right at Home Sydney Inher West

Personal & Companion Care - Transport - Shopping
Domestic Assistance - Disability Support - Nursing Care

No Admin Fees. 24/7 Contact.
email: care.siw@rightathome.com.au
Home"

s e & enienes ; > — - www.rightathome.com.au

Right
at
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