THE GOSPEL

be gathered before him, and he will sepa-
rate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, | was a stranger and you wel-
comed me, | was naked and you gave me
clothing, | was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?’And the
king will answer them, Truly | tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for | was hungry and you gave me no
food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.” Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not take care of you?’ Then he will
answer them, Truly | tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me.” And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”

Matt 25: 31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, ) 7/,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit | £ //8#
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will | 3%/~

THE EPISTLE

If you You have not come to something that can
% | be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trum-
pet, and a voice whose words made the hearers
beg that not another word be spoken to them.
(For they could not endure the order that was
given, “If even an animal touches the mountain,
it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terifying
was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with
fear.”) But you have come to Mount Zion and to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, and to innumerable angels in festal gather-
ing, and to the assembly of the firstbom who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all,

Next Sunday: and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
Sunday of the Faithful Departed: || and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
Ezk 37:1410/ 1 Thess 5:1-11 / Lk 16: 19-31/| @nd to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
’ o word than the blood of Abel.
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Spend one hour with Jesus. . .
Every Thursday at 7:00pm after For Registrations
our 6:00pm Mass. contact the office

“How do | become a Saint?”- rr sam wenbe

This week, we celebrate the Sunday of the Righteous and the Just.
Who are they? How did they become saints and how can we become
saints? The righteous and the just are those who gave everything to
God and others: They gave faith, piety and love; holy action, service
and sacrifice; time, energy and tears; simplicity, humility, tenderness
and forgiveness. They gave everything they had here so that they
could gain everything in heaven. They gave their earthly life so that
they could gain eternal life. They sacrificed this world so that they
could be in the next world. They felt the pain and need of others, saw
Jesus in them and helped them. For this reason they became saints.

Jesus, help us to give You and others everything with joy and humili-
ty, especially love and service. Help us to see and serve you in the
poor and needy so that one day we become righteous and just.

Amen.

| Let us pray for our sick: Linda, Roger, Joe, Michael, John, Eva, Ray, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Antoinette & all the sick.[&]
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St Maroun - 9 February

The father of the Maronite Church, St Maroun was
born in the middle of the 4th century and was a
priest who later became a hermit, retiring to the
mountain of Taurus near Antioch. His piety and mir-
acles attracted many followers, and drew attention
throughout the Roman empire. St Maroun is considered the
Father of the spiritual and monastic movement now called
the Maronite Church. Saint Maroun spent all of his life on a
mountain in the region of Cyrrhus in Syria. It is believed that
the place was called "Kefar-Nabo" on the mountain of OlI-
Yambos, making it the cradle of the Maronite movement. St
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Maroun was a mystic who started this new ascetic-spiritual
method that attracted many people in Syria and Lebanon to
become his disciples. He sought not only to cure the physi-
cal ailments that people suffered from, but had a great
quest for nurturing and healing the "lost souls" of both pa-
gans and Christians of his time. After his death in the year
410 AD, his spirit and teachings lived on through his disciples.
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Saint Maroun, Pray for us ‘.2l L (S (950 5L LT

Bishop’s Message - Golden Jubilee Year Update and Feast of St Maroun
Brothers and Sisters,
It is with a spirit of joy that we approach the Feast of St Maroun, and the launch of our Eparchy’s Golden Jubilee.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at St Maroun’s Cathedral in Redfern on the evening of Thursday 9 February to wel-
come the relics of Saints Maroun, Charbel, Rafqa, Nehmetallah and Mary MacKillop. The arrival of the relics will be fol-
lowed by a solemn mass at 7pm.

The relics will remain at St Maroun’s until Friday night, after which they will travel to St Maroun’s Parish in Brisbane and
then St Maroun’s in Adelaide. I encourage you all to make the time to visit with and venerate our Saints, who continue to
inspire our journey of holiness.

Our Maronite Liturgical Calendar - Sunday of the Righteous and the Just

On this second Sunday of Commemoration, the Maronite Church remembers the Righteous and the Just and guides us to
reflect on the Gospel of the Judgment of the Nations as written by St Matthew (25:31-46). We read about the separation of
the sheep from the goats.

The sheep, who have shown kindness and compassion to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the
imprisoned, are welcomed into the kingdom of heaven. On the other hand, the goats, who neglected these needs, are sent
away to eternal punishment.

This passage reminds us that our actions towards those in need, no matter how small, have eternal significance. Jesus shows
us that it is not only what we believe but also how we live out our faith that matters. Our love for others, especially those
who are marginalized, is a reflection of our love for God.

We must strive to be a blessing to those around us. Every act of kindness is an opportunity to serve Christ and bring glory to
His name. We are reminded of this reality on this Sunday of the Righteous and the Just, who are the good sheep to the right
of the Lord. Reading about the final judgment should never scare us; it should rather push us to better live the present. In
His mercy and His patience, God offers us to grow in faith each day to recognize Him in the poor and in the little ones.

This Sunday is an opportunity for us to reflect on the lives of the saints and the holy people who preceded us, to imitate
their faith and devotion. It also serves as a reminder that we are all called to be saints. May we be recognised as good and
faithful servants when we stand before the Son of Man.

FCBCO Assembly 2023

I write this message as I prepare to partake in the General Assembly of the Federation of Catholics Bishops’” Conferences of
Oceania (FCBCO) over the coming days.

The FCBCO 2023 Assembly will be a unique episcopal experience for us as Churches of Oceania to partake in the Synod of
Synodality process and present the voices of the people of Oceania to the Synod taking place in Rome in October 2023.

I ask you to pray for the Catholic Bishops of Oceania that the Lord may bless their gathering with wisdom, guidance, and
inspiration, as we come together to discern His will for the people entrusted to our care. Let us pray for listening hearts and
minds that our meeting is guided by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and love.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD |

Services of the week @wﬂl Slads
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Last week’s PARISH FINANCIALS Parish contacts

Collections Amount Owing to the Bank $11,300.56 Parish office on 96430345

$3,483.70 Anyone wishing to donate, please find bank details below: Fr Sam 0417 171 737

Commonwealth Bank: St Raymond’s Maronite Catholic Parish Fr Michael 0401 369 892

BSB: 067950 AccountNo: 03457 Deacon Joseph 0413 245 501
With Your Support, We Will Build Our New Parish

KEEP UP TO DATE: For Final Taking the payment responsibility of:
‘ Email: admin@straymondparish.org.au ‘ Rites at 1. Teaching Choir & PowerPoint - Thank you & God bless you
2. Mobile Phone Bill - Thank you & God bless you Raymond & Georgette Daher
5 3. Caltex Fuel Card - Thank you & God bless you Joe & Dianne Bechara & Family
g @saintraymonds home. orin 4. E-Tag
ho Sp ital 5. Church Weekly Flowers - $50 per week
; ) ; 6. Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)
Saint Rl:’aalyxlrs'lhoréggnl\é[yaromte P lease call 7. Large garbage bin ($40 per week)
Fr Sam on 8. Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week
@ st.raymonds 9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
: 0417171737 10. Office Phone Bilk+ Internet ($100 per week)
11. Technical Network Maintenance Done - Thank you & God bless you

il | 12. Photocopier ($100 per week)

13. Electricity Bills (600 per month)

14. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)

15. Cutting Grass Done - Thank you & God bless you

For Maronite Care services, or any questions, comments
or concerns, please contact us directly at Maronite Care Office:
1300627 227 (1300 mARCAR)

"' Seessesseessesi I CARS
i RAYMOND & TONY . . ‘....".-"".' '''''' . S 3 on’t Dream It, DRIVE IT
. ’ 187 Hume Highway Lansvale
7 GHALLOUB mm.| ORM JOHN EL-HESSEN Cormner of Longficld St 2166
W Director
\ MAY THEY REST |N PEACE ........ Form Work, Steel Fixing. and Concreting :::: ::::::::II

N . .
""""""" . icform@live.com.au

. .....'l. .
-.....!l. Seg, s,

0413 734 444 WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

PTY Thank you all for
rﬂﬂ' w ' F LTD Sympathy [EUIE]E your support and
WEHBE TRUCKS & PARTS John & Hayat Francis generosity.
Managing Directors
66-68 lRainay Pde, Te!: 02 9637 2611 May GOd Ble" you
s - SRR Mobie: 0410 352 030 always.

Please contact the office
if you would like to advertise
your business in $t Raymond’s Newsletter
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